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Members and non-
members are invited 

to Chamber meetings. 
Free coffee and donuts

are served.

BecOMe a MeMBer
Join the Official 
Chamber of the 

Township of Springfield
for only $100 per year
and receive discounted

rates in the Patriot.
www.springfieldpatriot.

com/application
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nexT
cHaMBer
MeeTinG
THursday

FEBRUARY 26, 2015

8:30 am - 9:30 am
Emergency

Management Office
Top Floor of the Fire House

In the Joseph Pepe III 
Memorial Training Room

200 Mountain Ave.

auxiliary pOlice HOld annual awards dinner

On January 22, the Springfield Auxiliary Police held their
annual awards dinner at Baltusrol Club. Emergency 
Management Coordinator Scott Seidel welcomed the 
members and their guests and various township officials
who were in attendance.  After the meal, Seidel started the
awards program by commenting that in 2014, the Auxiliary
Police performed 2,121 hours, which probably represented
over $100,000 in volunteer service to the township.  
Auxiliary Sergeant  Robert Abraham was complimented on
his 397 hours of duty time in 2014, as were Sergeant David
Root and Officer Stephen Bratsch, each with well over 200
hours each.  Seidel further thanked every member for every
hour of their service to the community.  Everyone officer is
a credit to our department. The first presentation was for the
Chief Harry Vargas Rookie of the Year Award which is given
when a new or "rookie" officer stands out in his perform-
ance for his initial year of service. Since Chief Vargas has
been retired for many years and is living in Florida and
could not attend, Coordinator Emeritus John Cottage 
presented the award on his behalf. Seidel commented, "This
year, our Rookie of the Year is no secret - he is our only
Rookie in 2014, but nonetheless, has earned this award
which is not given each year unless a candidate stands out.
Officer Stephen Bratsch, the recipient of Rookie of the Year,
is just such an officer.  Officer Bratsch worked 221 hours of
duty time in 2014, including 65 hours of court time. 96
hours is the required annual minimum duty time.  Officer

continued on page 9

Auxiliary Police Chief Angelo Palumbo receives
the Auxiliary Officer of the Year Award.

(l to r) OEM Coordinator Scott Seidel,  Auxiliary 
Police Chief Angelo Palumbo, and Deputy 

OEM Coordinator Wally Schultz

Springfield jitney riders are in for a nice surprise – a new 2015 jitney
bus that was delivered to the Township on January 21. The Township
Committee secured funding for the new vehicle in 2014 and the new
Ford Glaval bus was put into operation on January 26, 2015. The new
18 passenger jitney meets all federal environmental and safety 
regulations and requirements, including a handicap lift and seat belts
for all riders. 

According to Mayor David Barnett, “Jitney ridership continues to
grow and residents really appreciate the great park and ride transport
to the Short Hills train station.  We made this investment to let our 
riders know that we care about making travel to the train station more
comfortable, reliable, and efficient.”

continued on page 4

new JiTney Bus delivered TO sprinGfield

(l to r) Kevin McGrorry, sales manager from Wolfington Body Company
turning over the keys to the Township Mayor David Barnett, 

and Maryellen Brennan, Jitney Coordinator.

The Auxiliary Police, together with  Chief Angelo Palumbo, present Wally Schultz 
and Scott Seidel with plaques thanking them for their service.

(l to r) Mayor David Barnett, Edward Bove, President of Tax Express, 
Christine Bove, Springfield Business Improvement Chairman Mike Scalera,

and Springfield Patriot Chamber of Commerce Secretary Elliot Merkin

Mayor David Barnett, the Springfield Business Improvement  Chairman
Mike Scalera, and Springfield Patriot Chamber of Commerce Secretary 
Elliot Merkin were on hand for Grand Opening of Tax Express at 140
Mountain Ave.

Grand OpeninG Of Tax express
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adverTisinG & press releases

Inquires concerning advertising and 
submissions of press releases can be made to

The Springfield Patriot Chamber of Commerce

via email or fax to:

SCOTT SEIDEL, Editor

JOHN COTTAGE, Sr., Assistant Editor
PATRICK PAOLELLA, Director of Advertising

KRISTEN OAKS, Copy Editor

info@springfieldpatriot.com
Phone 973-912-2300  •  Fax 973-376-0425

SPRINGFIELD

PATRIOT Chamber of
Commerce

The Patriot Times is published by the Township of
Springfield in cooperation with the Springfield Patriot
Chamber of Commerce.

Over seven thousand newspapers are printed monthly
and distributed free to every postal patron in Springfield.

Although great care has been taken to ensure the 
information contained within is accurate, Springfield 
Patriot Chamber of Commerce assumes no liability for 
errors or omissions.

TOWNShIP COMMITTEE 
Regular Meeting, Tuesday, February 24, 7:30 pm, Town Hall

Workshop Meeting Monday, March 9
Regular Meetings, Tuesdays, March 10 and 24, 7:30 pm, Town Hall

PLANNING BOARD
1st Wednesday, 7:00 pm at the Municipal Building 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
3rd Tuesday, 6:30 pm at the Municipal Building 

BOARD OF hEALTh
2nd Wednesday, 6:30 pm at the Firehouse

RENT LEvELING BOARD

Last Thursday of month,  7:00 pm at the Municipal Building 

RECREATION COMMITTEE

Contact the Recreation Department for future meeting schedule.

ENvIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

3rd Monday, 7:30 pm at the Annex

LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES
3rd Thursday, 7:30 pm at the Library

TOwnsHip MeeTinG daTes

Springfield Patriot Chamber of Commerce
1 Cornell Parkway, Springfield, NJ 07081

973-912-2300
Co-Chairman: Scott Seidel and Patrick Paolella

Networking Vice President: Elliot Merkin
Recording Secretary: Tracy Geyer

sprinGfield, nJ
MAYOR: David Barnett

DEPUTY MAYOR: Margaret Bandrowski
COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

Ziad Shehady
Jerry Fernandez 
Richard Huber

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS
All Emergencies 
(Police, Fire, Ambulance)........................................9-1-1
Police (Nonemergency) ............................973-376-0400
Fire (Non-emergrncy)................................973-912-2265
Board of Education....................................973-376-1025
Construction Office ..................................973-912-2220
Court ..........................................................973-912-2213
Emergency Management 
Department ................................................973-376-1058
Engineering Department ..........................973-912-2219
Finance Department ..................................973-912-2279
Fire Prevention Office ..............................973- 376-1740
Health Department ....................................973-593-3079
Library ......................................................973-376-4930
Office of the Mayor ...................................973-912-2285
Public Works Department ................973-912-8483/2225
Recreation Department ..............................973-912-2227
Recycling information ..............................973-912-2222
Tax Assessor ..............................................973-912-2207
Tax Collector ........................................973-912-2204/05
Township Administrator. ..........................973-912-2202
Township Clerk..........................................973-912-2201
Vital Statistics/Registrar ............................973-912-2285
Zoning Office ............................................973-232-4449

c 2015 Contents of this newsletter cannot be reproduced 
without written consent from the Township of Springfield 

or the Springfield Patriot Chamber of Commerce.

Message from the Mayor

David Barnett 

Greetings Springfield friends and neighbors!  We have been very busy since the
beginning of the year and I have a number of exciting things to share with you.

First, Springfield is finally progressing toward our shared goal of revitaliz-
ing our downtown area!  As a result of the $90K grant that the town received
2 years ago, the organization Together New Jersey, in cooperation with the
Springfield Business Improvement District (BID), released the Springfield
Morris Avenue Vision Plan final report. This report details strategies for a 
walkable downtown Springfield, including wider sidewalks, better parking and
overall improved infrastructure and appearance. The Vision Plan is available to
be viewed via the town website at http://springfield-nj.us/. We are now 
working with local landowners as well as State and Local agencies to bring
this plan to reality. 

I was also fortunate enough to be invited to appear as a guest speaker at the 2015 New Jersey 
Planning Conference in New Brunswick, at which our Vision Plan was chosen as a model project; I was
asked to discuss the process for the development of the downtown plan with the audience that included
professionals from across the state. 

The Springfield Morris Avenue Vision Plan represents a major step toward turning our downtown into
a thriving district.

Second, the Rahway River Flood Mitigation project has been funded by the federal government for
$500K immediately, with plans for an additional $500K in 2016. This is the next step toward 
implementing critical measures that will mitigate flood damage and protect the safety of Springfield 
residents in severe storms. As a member of the Mayor’s Council on Rahway River Flooding, I traveled
to Washington last year to meet with Senators Menendez and Booker, Congressmen Lance and Payne and
the Army Corps of Engineers. During my visit, I was able to push them for funding, and in the coming
year I will continue working on next steps to keep the momentum moving on this important project.

Lastly, as we brave the heart of winter as a community, and on behalf of the entire town, I would 
personally like to thank the DPW workers, OEM staff, Police and Fire departments for all they do to
keep the residents of Springfield safe. I would also like to extend a thank you to Lt. Governor Kim
Guadagno for making a special trip to Springfield on January 26th to visit with our DPW staff. As always,
please feel free to email me at david.barnett@springfield-nj.us if you have any questions or concerns.

Your Mayor,

The Township Committee meetings of January 12
and 13 were the first meetings conducted by Mayor
David Barnett with Deputy Mayor Margaret
Bandrowski and Committeemen Richard Huber, Jerry
Fernandez, and Ziad Andrew Shehady. The well-
attended Workshop meeting at the Firehouse 
incorporated some changes as the Mayor asked each
TC member to speak about their personal goals for
the township for 2015. He made some introductory
marks and expressed the hope that with civility and
cooperation we can accomplish much. The Township
Administrator Anthony Cancro also spoke of the
major goals of each department. There was discus-
sion of these matters by all present, including the 
residents present. Dr. Leonard Bielory, chair of the
Board of Health, and a representative from GASP,
spoke in support of a proposed ordinance making our
parks smoke-free. Following the public portion of the
meeting, the Committee members Mr. Cancro and
Michael Quick (CFO) went into closed session to dis-
cuss personnel and contract negotiations.   

The Executive meeting of January 13 began with
Mayor Barnett speaking of his goals for the Town-
ship in 2015. The officers of the First Aid Squad for
the new year were sworn in. A closed session was

held to discuss downtown re-development. Alyson
Miller was appointed as chair of the Environmental 
Commission and Denise DeVone as vice chair. The
Environmental Commission and the DPW were 
congratulated on a article appearing in the ANJEC
magazine (Associated NJ Environmental Commis-
sions) praising the cooperation of the two groups in
the annual Clean Communities Day and the creative
way they promote the event. An ordinance was voted
on to update the salary ranges for exempt township 
employees. Eleven resolutions were approved, 
including several confirming appointments or 
promotions.

In spite of the "storm," the Executive Session of the
Township Committee was held on Tuesday, 
January 27. Three hardy residents attended. The 
moment of silence at this meeting was in remem-
brance of the liberation of Auschwitz. The new area
manager of JCP&L, Rob Walton, introduced himself
(he was lucky enough to have begun his new position
just a couple of days before the predicted storm). The
mayor asked him about plans to upgrade JCP&L's
equipment (not planned except as needed) and to go
solar (not in the current plans, but maybe in the long
term).  CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

TOwnsHip cOMMiTTee recap
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Springfield Town Hall Bulletin Board
new JiTney Bus

continued from front page

Springfield’s Park & Ride Jitney Service departs
from the Springfield Community Pool, located at 44
Morrison Road, and transports riders to the Short
Hills train station.  Parking at the pool is free with 
jitney usage.

The jitney departure hours are:
5:35 am
5:50 am
6:22 am 
6:43 am 
7:00 am
7:18 am
7:34 am
7:50 am
8:12 am
8:35 am

Evening pickups start at 4:45 pm and run until
8:00 pm. The daily fee is $3 per ride and monthly
/quarterly is $50 per month. For more information
on the Township Jitney, contact Maryellen Brennan
at 973-912-2202 or maryellen.brennan@springfield-
nj.us.

Real estate agents have recognized the importance
of such a jitney service as one of many reasons why
new residents move to Springfield.  Springfield is a
beautiful suburban community that offers a superior
quality of life, convenient location, and long list of
amenities, making it one of the Garden State’s best
places to live.

free paper sHreddinG
evenT in sprinGfield

The Springfield Department of Public Works
(DPW) is sponsoring a paper shredding event on
Saturday, March 14 from 9 am – 1 pm in the Spring-
field Municipal Community Pool parking lot.  Each
resident may bring up to FOUR boxes or bags of
documents not weighing more than 10 lbs. each.
Absolutely no business documents will be accepted.
The “four, 10 lb. bag” and “no business” rules will
be strictly enforced so that we can accommodate all
residents.  We appreciate your cooperation.  Proof of
residency is required.   If you have any questions re-
garding this event, please contact DPW@spring-
field-nj.us or call 973-912-2285.

sprinGfield snOw and
ice cOnTrOl OperaTiOn

pOlicy/plan

The Township of Springfield strives to provide 
effective and efficient snow and ice removal to allow
motorists to travel safely within the Township during
winter weather events. Each event is unique, and the
snow and ice control operation changes depending
on several factors including, but not limited to, the
amount, type and intensity of precipitation fore-
casted. Motorists should always use caution and
drive appropriately for the road conditions.

The Township requests residents minimize travel
during a winter weather event and only venture out
when absolutely necessary.   This will assist the De-
partments of Public Works (DPW), Police and Fire
with operations.  Also, please keep in mind that
while we would like to ensure that the roads are
cleared quickly, we must also look out for the safety
of our employees.

Snow and Ice Control
In response to most winter weather events, the

streets and roads may be treated with salt. If condi-
tions and accumulations warrant, the Township
switches to plowing operations.

Primary Streets and Roadways
During a winter weather event, particularly during

the height of the storm, the DPW makes every effort
to maintain passage of primary streets and roads that
link Springfield to the County and State Highway
system.  Once the storm subsides, these roads are
cleared of snow and ice as soon as possible, and 
operations continue after the end of the storm.

Primary roads are defined as commuter routes and
collector streets under the Township jurisdiction.

Secondary Streets and Roadways
Secondary roads will not be treated until primary

roads have been cleared.  Residential streets, cul-de-
sacs, and courts that are not high volume streets are
considered secondary streets and roadways.

State and County Highway Systems
Removal of snow and ice from Routes 78, 24, and

124 are handled by the New Jersey Department of 
Transportation North Region Office, 973.601.6600
or at: http://www.state.nj.us/transportation/about/
directory/northregion.shtm. 

Placing Snow on Streets
Anyone is prohibited from shoveling, blowing or

plowing snow from private property onto sidewalks,
streets and roadways, and fire hydrants of the 
Township. Please report violations to the Police non-
emergency number at 973.376.0400.

Parking Off-Street
If off-street parking is available to property own-

ers, the DPW asks that vehicles be parked in such
locations. This will allow crews to move more 
efficiently and effectively to clear the streets and
roads without concern for vehicles that may be in the
rights of way and can be a significant hazard to 
drivers.  

Please Clear Your Sidewalks
Property owners are required to remove snow

and/or ice from abutting sidewalks within 24 hours
of first daylight after the storm ceases.

Snow Plowed on Sidewalks and Driveways
Snow on Township streets and roads will be

plowed, to the greatest extent, to the curb or 
shoulder, for areas without curbs.  Previously cleared
sidewalks and driveways may be re-covered with
snow. The Public Works Department asks for 
property owners’ cooperation in removing snow
should this occur.  Cleared sidewalks provide a safe
walkway for pedestrians, including school children.

Additional Information
For additional information, visit the Township’s

website at http://springfield-nj.us/  and Facebook
pages.

GOOD NEIGHBOR POLICY
Many people require assistance following a snow-

storm.  The elderly and disabled often need help in
removing snow from their sidewalks and driveways.
Many organizations are looking for volunteers to 
assist those in need during and after snow events.
Please look out for each other.

wanTed:  Green TeaM 
vOlunTeers

The Township is in the process of being certified
as a sustainable, environmental community
under the guidelines of Sustainable Jersey
(http://www.sustainablejersey.com), a nonprofit
organization promoting environmental steward-
ship. To achieve certification this year, we need
several  volunteers that are willing to meet once
or twice a month to work together with the cur-
rent Green Team volunteer members to fulfill
Sustainable Jersey requirements. If you have a
passion or knowledge for environmental or 
energy matters, or want to help the Township 
become more environmentally focused and 
sustainable, please contact Sam Mardini, 
Springfield Director of Engineering at sam.
mardini@springfield-nj.us.  Help us help our
community!

Shred-it Day in Springfield
(Save the date)

Saturday, March 14
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Springfield Municipal Pool Parking Lot

FREE PAPER SHREDDING EVENT

Residents can bring 4 boxes or bags of documents
not weighing more than 10 lbs. each per resident

*Proof of residency required*
*Absolutely no businesses*

The “four 10 lb. bag” and “no business” rules will be
strictly enforced in order to accommodate everyone

(Sponsored by the Springfield Department of Public Works)
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applicaTiOns availaBle
fOr caMp and pOOl JOBs

The Springfield Recreation Department is accepting
applications for summer 2015 jobs at the Commu-
nity Pool, Pool Camp, and Chisholm Playground
Camp. Positions include: counselor, substitute 
counselor, lifeguard, pool activities leader, pool
front desk, and pool maintenance. Applications are
available at the Chisholm Community Center and
online at www.springfield-nj.us/recreation.

plan nOw fOr MarcH’s
Bulk GarBaGe pickup –
MarcH 18 and 19, 2015

It’s that time of year again…so start getting your old
things you no longer want ready for bulk garbage
pickup on Wednesday, March 18  and Thursday,
March 19. 

If your garbage is picked up on Thursday, your
bulk pickup will be March 18, Wednesday.  If your
garbage pickup is Friday, your bulk pickup will be
March 19, Thursday. 

All material should be out at curb side the TWO
days before pickup. 

Bulk waste is comprised of a collection of large
and/or non-routine waste items collected on a 
quarterly basis. Bulk waste constitutes larger house-
hold waste including household furniture,
appliances, light brush not to exceed six feet in
length, bundled and tied and not to exceed 60
pounds, broken crockery, carpeting, not to exceed
six feet in length, rolled and tied, not to exceed 60
pounds, hot water heaters, and barbecue grills. 

Specifically excluded are construction material
and debris such as sheet rock, lumber, pipe and 
panelling, concrete and large rocks, stones or logs

greater than six inches in diameter, stumps and tree
roots, recyclables, electronic items* (computers, 
televisions, etc.), video games, propane tanks and
all other hazardous waste. Refrigerators and freezers
must have the doors removed. Freon no longer has
to be removed by the homeowner from air 
conditioners, freezers, and all other cooling devices.

Plan now for Wednesday, March 18 and Thursday,
March 19.

*Please note: All electronic items such as 
computers, printers, televisions, etc. are to be 
recycled on the first Saturday of every month at the
Springfield Pool between the hours of 7:00 am –
11:00 am.  For more information please refer to the
Township Website: http://springfield-nj.us/depart-
ments/department-of-public-works.html. You can
also write Public Works at: DPW@springfield-nj.us.

sprinGfield cOMMuniTy
pOOl ManaGer wanTed

Duties include: managing, scheduling, and coordi-
nating payroll for assistant manager, lifeguards, and
maintenance staff; regulating water chemistry and
filter operations; supervising the front gate; 
overseeing grounds work; acting as liaison with
Recreation Department summer camps, concession 
operator, swim team, and contracted pool users such
as private camps and swim clubs; assisting with 
regular activities and special events; interacting with
patrons and providing customer service; and other 
duties as assigned. Certified Pool Operator (CPO)
license and previous experience required. If inter-
ested, please send a cover letter and resume to: 

Adam Lieb, Director of Recreation 
Chisholm Community Center 
100 South Springfield Avenue  
Springfield, NJ 07081
adam.lieb @springfield-nj.us

snOw plOwinG and 
sHOvelinG eTiqueTTe –

wHaT yOu sHOuld knOw

• Know which way the wind (and snow) blows.
The first step in successful snow blowing is to
blow snow with the wind, never against it. While
this sounds simple, implementing this will ensure
that you don't have to keep re-doing the same
areas over and over. This direction may change
often during a session, even during the same pass,
so constantly adjust your approach accordingly.
Never blow snow into the street.

Once you have a handle on the wind, plan in
advance where the snow will be piled up. 
Consider that the snow will need to be piled in the
same areas each snowfall, so it may get very high
over time. This height can present safety and 
security issues, so care needs to be taken to avoid
making a mound of problems.

• Take into account your and your neighbors’
need to see street traffic when piling snow at the
end of your driveway. It may be necessary to 
divert piles to other parts of the yard to prevent
sight obstruction.

• Be careful about piling snow against your
house. Piling snow high against your home's 
foundation may lead to flooding problems when it
starts to melt.

• Take weight of the pile into consideration if
piling large amounts of snow on structures or
plantings.

• Be mindful not to blow snow directly at 
buildings, vehicles, or into the street because the
snow blower may pick up and throw rocks and
other debris as well as DPW having to re-plow
your street again.

Springfield Town Hall Bulletin Board

James Caldwell Elementary School

Proceeds to benefit Springfield H.O.P.E. (Helping Other People Endure)

SAVE

THE D
ATE

Special Events:

Monday, 2/23 @ 7:30 p.m.
Singing Trio “THE JERSEY FOLLETTES”

Tuesday, 2/24 @ 4 p.m.
Fun with Laura Overdeck, 
author of Bedtime Math

Wednesday, 2/25 @ 4 p.m.
James Caldwell Elementary School

5th GRADE CHOIR
A percentage of your Barnes & Noble purchases will
benefit Springfield H.O.P.E. Monetary donations also

welcome. Send your check to Springfield H.O.P.E., c/o
Springfield OEM, 200 Mountain Ave. Springfield NJ

07081. For more information about the
organization, go to www.springfieldhope.com

Can’t attend our bookfair at Barnes & Noble?

Visit BN.OM/bookfairs & enter Bookfair ID 11490588
for online purchases from 2/23/15 to 3/2/15.

Monday, Feb. 23 thru Wednesday, Feb. 25, 2015
Barnes & Noble, 240 Route 22 West, Springfield

Bring This Ad When Making Purchases
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The annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. observance
was held in the Faigenbaum Courtroom at Town Hall.
The event, sponsored by the Interfaith Clergy, was 

conducted by Rev. Victoria Ney of the First Presby-
terian Church and attended by ministers from both
the Emmanuel Methodist and Antioch Baptist
Churches as well as a number of residents. A 
proclamation designating January 19th as Dr. Martin
Luther King Day in Springfield was read by Deputy
Mayor Margaret Bandrowski and a proclam-
ation from the Union County Board of Chosen 
Freeholders was presented by Committeeman Jerry
Fernandez. Most of those present shared memories
and experiences from the days of the struggles for
Civil Rights as well as thoughts about progress and
the need never to forget that we still have work to do
for peace, freedom, and equality. More residents
came together this year than in the past, and we hope
to see even more in coming years. 

TOwnsHip OBserves dr. MarTin luTHer kinG, Jr. day 

Two ordinances were read for the first time, one 
instituting background checks for Recreation 
Department employees and volunteers, and  the other
adding five streets (So Maple, Battle Hill, Cain,
Colonial Terrace, and Joanne Way) to those having
weight restrictions (4 tons max) except under 
specific circumstances. Both will have final hearing
and public discussion on Feb ruary 24. Twenty-three
resolutions were proposed and approved, including
several confirming COLA increases for several
classes of township employees, including crossing
guards, and the hiring of part-time camera operators
now that the new equipment has been installed
(training and guidelines to be established).

Several pending items will be up for discussion at
the next workshop on Feb ruary 9  at the Firehouse,
7:30 pm. These include pending referral of the
Township Re-development plan for Morris Ave to
the Planning Board for their approval, and a shared 
services agreement for IT services. Other topics for
discussion at the February 9  workshop include a 
proposal to have smoke-free parks and the use of and
improvements to the municipal pool. There will be  a
presentation by a representative from the American
Cancer Society and discussion of anything else that
may come up. Please plan to join the discussion!   

TOwnsHip cOMMiTTee recap
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Planning is underway for the 50th reunion of the
Jonathan Dayton High School class of 1965 to be
held on October 16, 2015 at the Grand Summit
Hotel in Summit, NJ.

A few classmates have gotten together to plan the
event. If you would like more information about the
reunion, a new website has been created at
www.jdhsclassof1965.com. More information can
be found on our Facebook page "Jonathan Dayton
High School Class of '65 and then some" and also
on www.Classmates.com.

If you are planning on going, please sign up on
the webpage. For further information or questions,
you can email Libby Hattersley Donner at Libby
Donner@Hotmail.com.

Please tell any other classmates you may be in 
contact with to sign up too!!!!

Looking forward to seeing everyone after all
these years.

JOnaTHan dayTOn class Of 1965 plans 50TH reuniOn

Garden cluB arcHives 
presenTed TO liBrary

(l to r) Lou Stiglitz, Charter Member; Wendy

Jones, Vice President; Dale Spindel, Library 

Director; and Faith Brancato, President.

We Apologize For Omitting The Below
Caption From Our December Issue:

 

SIGNATURE REALTY NJ  

22001144 SUCCESS AWARD 

 
- -  

 
 

 

H A P P Y  N E W  Y E A R ! ! !  
F R O M  T H E  S U C C E S S F U L  S T A F F  O F  

 

Mayor David Barnett attended a press conference on flood mitigation held by Senator Bob Menendez in the
Union Town Hall. Thanks to the efforts of several Townships in the County, including Springfield,  one 
million dollars will be spent in fiscal year 2015 and 2016 federal budgets, both which are matched by New 
Jersey.  They expect to have sufficient funding to complete study and get to the construction phase. It was
noted there is still much to do but thanks to the regional efforts progress has been made.

senaTOr BOB MenendeZ HOlds press cOnference
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Mayor David Barnet visited the Springfield 
Seniors and spoke of his plans for the Township

in the new year. Pictured are Senior member 
Natalie Albright, Mayor Barnett, and Deputy

Mayor and Senior member Margaret Bandrowski.

Over 100 dOGs and
caTs were vaccinaTed

and/Or licensed

Jasmine Mathis, Springfield Registrar, issued  dog
and cat licenses for residents who came to the 
Rabies Clinic at Sarah Bailey on Jan 18. 
Members of the Madison Department of Health 
issued rabies certificates, and shots were given by
Dr. Karen Negrin of TLC Pet Doctor. Deputy Mayor
Margaret Bandrowski worked with Jasmine and did
the occasional mop-up as well.

Police Chief’s 
Column

Chief John P.Cook

In my Patriot Times column this month, I would like
stress the importance of the need for the police and
the community to work together to aid in deterring
crimes or identifying and apprehending persons who
commit crimes. As you will see by the recent arrest
of a house burglar last month, every little bit of 
information relayed to the police by township 
residents, no matter how insignificant the information
seems to the resident, may actually be crucial to your
police department being able to solve a crime.
On January 15, 2015, Springfield Police detectives 

arrested an individual who burglarized one home and
attempted to break into a second house. At 12:00 pm,
an attempt to force entry into a residence occurred on
Ashwood Road. The homeowner reported that a male
had attempted to enter her home by breaking a rear
glass door. Once the burglar became aware that there
was someone home, he ran off before the arrival of 
police officers. The suspect, appearing to be in his
early twenties and wearing dark colored clothing 
and a black backpack, broke out a rear glass door. 
Detective Lieutenant Judd Levenson and Detective
Sergeant Stephen Studlack conducted this burglary 
investigation.
On the same day at 2:30 pm, police responded to a
residence on Shelley Road after the homeowner had
returned home to discover a side door was broken in
and the house had been ransacked with numerous
types of electronic items reported to have been stolen.
Detective James Mirabile and Detective Foster
Ziegler investigated this crime. While awaiting the 
arrival of the Union County Sheriff’s K-9 Unit to 
assist in a canine scent track, a resident of Shelley

Road reported seeing an unattended bicycle near his
house when he had come home at approximately
12:40 pm. The witness was able to fully describe this
bicycle by its brand name, frame color, handle bar
color, and even that it was a 10-speed type. The canine
tracking led from the burglarized house to where the
bicycle had been seen earlier, indicating that the bur-
glar was most likely riding around residential areas
looking for houses that appeared to be unoccupied.
As both burglaries were believed to have been 
committed by the same suspect, detectives met up on
Shelley Road where other residents in the area were
asked if they had seen anything. A resident of 
Richland Terrace came up to police to report seeing a
male who was dressed all in dark clothing and wear-
ing a backpack sitting on a bicycle that matched the
description of the bicycle that had been observed 
unattended on Shelley Road.
During the examination of the interior of the home on
Shelley Road, detectives found a generic type of 
prepaid cellular phone that did not belong to the 
residents. The phone was found to be on and open to
a social website page for a person named “Ronnie
Barquero.” The suspect apparently left this phone 
behind when he fled as the resident came home.
As there was limited ownership information for this
phone, it was unknown if Barquero was a suspect or
just an individual whose social website page was on
the burglars’ phone. 
Inquiries made by detectives found that Rathny 
“Ronnie” Barquero, whose last known address was in
Summit, was a convicted burglar and currently
wanted by the Union County Sheriff’s Office for 
failing to appear in the superior court on burglary
charges. It was further determined that on January 2,
2015, a resident of a house on Remer Avenue had
filed a police report where a fellow roommate was
listed as being Ronnie Barquero.
Detectives went to the Remer Avenue residence where
a bicycle matching identically to the one observed on
Shelley Road was found in the driveway. Tenants
stated Barquero had left before the arrival of detec-

tives. As the suspect had a previous address in 
Summit, detectives in that city were alerted and they
reported Barquero was known to frequent the public
library. Detectives located Barquero inside of the
Summit library and arrested him on the active 
warrant. When apprehended he was using a stolen
tablet and inside of his backpack were other items that
had been stolen from the Shelley Road home. A
search warrant executed at the Remer Avenue address
found additional stolen items from the Springfield
burglary as well as vehicle burglaries and theft of a
pick-up truck in Summit.
Barquero, age 20 of Springfield, was charged with
two counts of burglary to houses and two counts 
of criminal mischief along with both theft and 
possession of stolen property charges and he was 
remanded to the Union County Jail in lieu of
$100,000 bail. He is also to be charged with various
burglaries or thefts committed in the City of Summit.
Detective Lieutenant Levenson stated that, “these
crimes were solved with the suspect being identified
and arrested by detectives within 4 hours of the crime
on Shelley Road. Leaving behind clues such as a cell
phone yielded possible information as to the burglar’s
identity, but the cooperation of residents who had
come forward with information on what they had 
observed was instrumental in proving Barquero had
committed these crimes.”
According to Chief John Cook, “Not only was this
good police work by both patrol and detective 
personnel, but the fact that residents in the area were
observant and relayed their observations to officers
enabling various bits of information to be put together
to aid in identifying the suspect. These cases highlight
how crime prevention is both a partnership between
township residents and their police and demonstrates
how neighbors watching out for other neighbors and
notifying police on something as seemingly harmless
as a bicycle left unattended can assist greatly in both
preventing a crime from occurring or, as in this 
case, leading to the apprehension of someone who
successfully commits a crime.” 

sainT JaMes THe apOsTle
scHOOl sTudenTs and 
naTiOnal GeOGrapHic 

GeOGrapHy Bee winners
pOinT TO THeir favOriTe
lOcaTiOns in THe wOrld

On Friday, January 16, 2015, Saint James the 
Apostle School held its annual Geography Bee. Ten
students from grades 4 through 8 competed head-to-
head using materials prepared by the National 
Geographic Society. The contest is designed to 
encourage teachers to include geography in their
classrooms, spark student interest in the subject, and
increase public awareness about geography.  

(l to r) Andrea Rojas (3rd place), Sean Valente 
(1st place) and James McElroy (2nd place).  

The next step for Sean is to take a qualifying test 
to see if he is eligible to compete at the state level.  
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John Cottage receives the "Key to the City" and a plaque for 50 years 

of volunteer service to the community.

(l tor) Mayor David Barnett, Coordinator Emeritus John Cottage, OEM Coordinator

Scott Seidel, and Deputy OEM Coordinator Wally Schultz

Auxiliary Officer Stephen Bratsch receives the "Rookie of the Year" award.

(l to r) OEM Coordinator Scott Seidel, Coordinator Emeritus John Cottage, 

Auxiliary Officer Stephen Bratsch and Deputy OEM Coordinator Wally Schultz

Mayor David Barnett appeared as a guest speaker at the 2015 New Jersey 
Planning Conference in New Brunswick. The conference chose our own 
Morris Avenue Vision Plan as model project to feature to this audience of 

professionals from across the state. Mayor Barnett discussed the process for 
development of the downtown plan and how it will become an essential 

element for successful downtown revitalization.

cOOrdinaTOr’s cOluMn

Scott Seidel, 
Emergency Management  Coordinator

DPW plows lined up and ready for action on January 26, 2015.

cOMMOn sense cOld weaTHer Tips  
Some common sense weather preparations to safely address

the extreme cold include the following: 

• For heating purposes, use only equipment that is made for home heating. Never
use a gas stove, charcoal grill or lantern intended for outdoor use inside your home
as deadly carbon monoxide gas could build up. 

• Ensure space heaters have been tested to the latest safety standards and
certified by a nationally recognized testing laboratory, and always follow the 
manufacturer’s directions for proper use. Place the heater on a level, hard, non-
flammable surface and at least three feet away from bedding, drapes, furniture and
other flammable materials. Turn space heaters off when you leave the area or go
to sleep. 

• Use a sturdy fireplace screen when operating a fireplace or wood burning stove. 

• Never use a portable generator inside the house or a closed garage in the event
of a power outage. Ensure the proper generator is selected and installed by a 
qualified electrician. When operating a generator, the power coming into the home
should always be disconnected. Otherwise, power from the generator could be
sent back onto the utility lines, creating a hazardous situation for utility workers. 

JCP&L recommends that if an outage occurs as a result of the severe weather, 
customers should call 1-888-LIGHTSS (1-888-544-4877) to report their outage or
click the “Report Outage” link on www.firstenergycorp.com  via smartphone. 
Customers should immediately report downed wires to their utility or their local
police or fire department. Customers should never go near a downed power line,
even if they think it is no longer carrying electricity.

awards dinner CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Bratsch did this this since his graduation from the Basic Auxiliary Police
Academy in May! Quite an accomplishment.

The next presentation was the Harold  Liebeskind Auxiliary officer of the
Year Award which is presented to the Officer who stood out among his peers
in his performance in 2014. This award is not necessarily given for the 
officer with the most amount of hours worked. Deputy OEM Coordinator
Wally Schultz said he and Seidel reviewed the duty sheets and it was clear
to both of us, the 2014 Auxiliary Officer of the Year would be 24 year 
veteran, Chief Angelo Palumbo.  Schultz commented to the Patriot,
"Palumbo joined the unit in 1991, and received this award in 1992. In 2014
he performed 150 hours of duty, which includes 27 hours of emergency call
outs. He has done an outstanding job guiding the unit for 2014."

A presentation was also made to former OEM Coordinator John Cottage,
recognizing Cottage for fifty years of volunteer service to the community.
Seidel noted Cottage  started with Civil Defense in 1965 as a radio 
operator. He has served as the deputy radio officer, radio officer, and an 
auxiliary police officer for almost 20 years, Deputy Coordinator, and was
OEM coordinator for 38 years before retiring from that position in 
September of 2012 and continuing on as an OEM volunteer through the
present.

Mayor David Barnett helped with the presentation by giving Cottage the
"Key to Springfield" along with his plaque. With the "final" presentation
done, Seidel thanked everyone for attending but was interrupted by Chief
Palumbo who had a surprise presentation of his own. He called the 
Auxiliary Police unit up to the podium and presented both Schultz and 
Seidel with plaques from the membership thanking them for their work.



The paTriOT TiMes • Page 10 • February 2015

The Springfield Recreation Department 

is a member of TryCan, a multi-community

collaboration that provides a variety of 

recreational programs for youth with special needs. 

For more information on program offerings or to register, 

please visit http://cityofsummit.org/trycan.

sprinGfield recreaTiOn deparTMenT

This is a non-competitive program for players ages 35 and older. 
Basketball will be held on most Wednesdays at Jonathan Dayton High School from 7:00-9:00 pm 

and on most Sundays at Florence Gaudineer Middle School from 7:30-11:00 am. 
You will be notified in advance of gym closures due to school events or holidays.

Register in person or by mail to: Springfield Recreation Department, Chisholm Community Center
100 South Springfield Avenue, Springfield, NJ 07081 • (973) 912-2227 office (973) 912-8584 fax

recreation@springfield-nj.us              www.springfield-nj.us/departments/recreation 

Men’s Open play 35+ BaskeTBall

BOYS LACROSSE-SPRING 2015
Does your child want to try a fun, high-energy sport? Come and have them join the Springfield Lacrosse team!

Put a check in the box that you are registering for and get ready to have fun! Practices will start March 1st. 
Practice fields TBD. Practice times are tentative, subject to change.

� 2nd/3rd grade practices will be Wednesday 6:00-7:30 pm and Saturday 9:00-10:30 am

� 4th grade practices will be Wednesday 6:00-7:30 pm and Saturday 9:00-10:30 am

� 5th grade practices will be Tuesday 6:00-7:30 pm and Friday 6:00-7:30 pm

� 6th grade practices will be Tuesday 6:00-7:30 pm and Friday 6:00-7:30 pm

� 7th/8th grade practices will be Monday 6:00-7:30 pm and Friday 7:30-9:00 pm

• Fee: $55 (check made payable to Township of Springfield)
• Fee: $135 (check made payable to Springfield Lacrosse Association)
� This fee includes membership to US Lacrosse – insurance for players and coaches and six free copies of 

Lacrosse Magazine
� NEW THIS YEAR…The Springfield Lacrosse Association will be offering shooting shirts for an additional 

$35 if you would like to purchase for your player.
Register at Chisholm Community Center, 100 South Springfield Avenue, Springfield, NJ 07081 or online at

http://register.communitypass.net/springfield
Please email Danielle McLeer at danielle.mcleer@springfield-nj.us

Girls Softball 2015 � Grades 1-9
Open to Springfield Residents Only

Registration can be completed online at https://register.communitypass.net/springfield

After January 26, 2015, a $25 late fee payable to Girls Softball Parents Association will be assessed.
Instructional League for Grades 1&2 Lower League Grades 3,4,&5* Upper League Grades 6-9**

*Possible Joint League with Mountainside Softball Association **9th Graders not playing High School softball

Registration Fees: $55 payable to Township of Springfield

$40 payable to Girls Softball Parents Association

www.springfield-nj.us/recreation  •   www.facebook.com/springfieldnjrec

Are your children interested in running and improving their
speed and agility? Come join the Springfield Running Program!

K - 2nd Grade
We will meet on Mondays from 4:15-4:45 pm at Chisholm Park. The 6 classes begin on Monday, 
March 2nd, and end on Monday, April 13th (No class on March 30th) In the event of rain, every

effort will be made to reschedule classes. No refunds will be provided.
This co-ed running program is open to Springfield residents in grades K-2nd. Children will learn

to run faster over short distances. It is ideal for young children who would like to learn about
speed and physical fitness. A minimum 6 children are required for the program.

Contact Danielle McLeer, Recreation Program Coordinator, at danielle.mcleer@springfield-nj.us.

Ages 8 -14
We will meet on Wednesday’s from 3:30-4:30 pm at the Meisel Avenue Park Track.

The 6 classes begin on Wednesday, March 4th and end Wednesday, April 15th (No class on April 1st) In
the event of rain, every effort will be made to reschedule classes. No refunds will be provided.

This co-ed running program is open to Springfield residents ages 8-14. Children will learn to run faster
over short distances. It is ideal for young athletes and children who would like to improve their speed and

physical fitness. Agility drills and injury prevention techniques will also be covered. It is an excellent
complement to previous Springfield Running Program classes that featured endurance running.

A minimum 6 children are required for the program.

Cost is $55. T-shirt and water bottle will be provided. Please make checks payable to Township of Springfield.

Register in-person at the Springfield Recreation Department
or register online at https://register.communitypass.net/springfield

A travel sport for Springfield boys and girls ages 8-14
Meets every Wednesday and Friday 4:30-5:30 pm

at the Meisel Avenue Park Track. Pre-season runs Wednesday, 
February 4th to Friday, February 27th 

Season runs Wednesday, March 4th to Friday, May 15th

Fees: $55 (payable to Township of Springfield) $225 (payable to Coach Michael Czech)
Uniform and water bottle are included. No refunds will be provided.

Register in-person at the Springfield Recreation Department
or register online at https://register.communitypass.net/springfield 

Contact Danielle McLeer, Recreation Program Coordinator, at danielle.mcleer@springfield-nj.us.

Join
the

Springfield
Cross

Country
Team!

INTERESTED IN LEARNING
A NEW SPORT ?               TRY GIRL’S LACROSSE!

Open to Springfield girls in 2nd-4th grades. Lacrosse in Springfield is growing and we hope to scrimmage a few
local teams! Come out and try lacrosse and learn the basic skills. Required equipment are goggles and a mouth

guard. Use your own stick, or you can borrow one from the Recreation Department.

Meets every Saturday April 4th-May 9th, from 9:00-10:00 am, at Chisholm Park.
Cost is $55. T-shirt is provided. Please make checks payable to Township of Springfield.

Register by mail or in-person at the Springfield Recreation Department or 
register online at https://register.communitypass.net/springfield 

Contact Danielle McLeer, Recreation Program Coordinator, at danielle.mcleer@springfield-nj.us.

ADULT RUNNING SPRING 2015ADULT RUNNING SPRING 2015
Interested in running, but don’t know how to start?

Join the Springfield Adult Running Program!
We will meet on Wednesdays from 6:15-7:15 pm at the Meisel Avenue Park Track

The 6 classes begin on March 4th, and end on April 15th (no class on April 1st)
In the event of rain, every effort will be made to reschedule classes. No refunds will be provided.

Cost is $55. T-shirt and water bottle will be provided. 
The program is open to Springfield residents 18 years of age and older.

Please make checks payable to Township of Springfield.
Minimum 6 adults are needed to run this program. Payment must be submitted PRIOR to the first class.

Register in-person at the Springfield Recreation Department
or register online at https://register.communitypass.net/springfield

Contact Danielle McLeer, Recreation Program Coordinator, at danielle.mcleer@springfield-nj.us.

This class will introduce the basics of 
ballet and will also incorporate creative

movement for both boys and girls!

Instructor Diana Perez has been a dance
teacher, choreographer, and performer

for over 20 years.

Register in-person at the Springfield Recreation Department or online at
https://register.communitypass.net/springfield Contact Danielle McLeer, Recreation Program Coordinator, at danielle.mcleer@springfield-nj.us.

INTRODUCTION
TO DANCE

Program meets on Tuesdays from 1:30-2:15 pmat the Chisholm Community CenterSix classes begin on Tuesday, April 7th thru Tuesday, May 12th
Introduction to Dance is open to Springfield children ages 3-5. Minimum four children are needed to run this program

Cost is $55. No refunds will be provided.Make checks payable to Township of Springfield. Payment must be submitted PRIOR to the first class.

The Springfield Recreation Department is excited to partner with TGA of Union
County to offer youth tennis and golf lessons and clinics this spring and summer
(ages 4-12). More information and online registration is available at:
http://playtga.com/unioncounty.
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SENIOR
CITIZEN BUS

SERVICE
The Springfield Recreation Department offers FREE weekday
morning bus transportation for senior citizen residents to
locations within the township – such as the grocery store,
doctors, gym, meetings, library, post office, and more!
The bus service runs from 9:00 am-1:00 pm. The bus is
equipped with a passenger lift for wheelchairs. Other riders
should be able to board and depart the bus independently.

Please call (973) 912-2227 between
8:00-9:00 am on the morning of your 

transportation need.

Bus service is unavailable on
municipal holidays and days of Senior 

Citizens of Springfield bus trips.

Sign up for Senior Citizens of
Springfield bus trips on the bulletin board at
the ChisholmCommunity Center. These trips

are for members only. Join the club!

sprinGfield recreaTiOn Men’s 
sOfTBall leaGue seekinG players

The Springfield Recreation Department sponsors a men’s softball league
in the spring and summer. It is a modified fast-pitch league. For more 
information, or to join or form a team, please call (973) 912-2227 or email
recreation@springfield-nj.us.

Spring and Summer • Age 2 to 14 
Camps • Weekly Programs • Training Clinics

Daytime • Evenings • Weekends

REGISTER EARLY TO AVOID LATE FEES
(866) 345-BALL • www.USsportsInstitute.com

Total Sports Squirts Weekly Classes (age 3 to 5)
Experience a new sport each week of the
program, with Sports Squirts. Participants
have the opportunity to try Lacrosse, Soccer,
Basketball, T-Ball, Floor Hockey, Flag Foot-
ball, Parachute games and more in a safe,
structured environment. 

http://www.ussportsinstitute.com/squirts-home/sports-squirts.html

PARENT AND ME: TOTAL SPORTS SQUIRTS WEEKLY CLASSES (age 2 to 3)
Ideal for any child just starting out in the
world of sport, this Program introduces
children to a new sport in session. With a
helping hand from Mom or Dad children will
have the opportunity to try Soccer, Lacrosse,
Basketball, T-Ball, Floor Hockey, Flag
Football and more!

http://ussportsinstitute.com/parent-a-me-home/parent-a-me-sports.html 

SPRING BREAK TOTAL PLAY MULTI SPORTS CAMP (age 5-8 or 8-11)
Experience over 16 different sports from
around the world including, soccer, basket-
ball, lacrosse, volleyball, cricket, floor hockey
and more at this camp. All activities will take
place in an atmosphere which promotes
good sportsmanship, teamwork and most of
all, fun. This is the only sports camp truly
dedicated to children of all abilities. 

http://ussportsinstitute.com/sports-camps/multi-sports/total-play-multi-sports.html

CARDIO TENNIS (Adult)

Cardio Tennis is one of the most recent
fitness initiatives to hit the US. All activities
within the class are designed to raise your
heart rate into the aerobic training zone,
providing a whole body work out and
burning optimal calories, all while improving
your basic tennis skills. No tennis playing
experience is necessary to join this class.

http://ussportsinstitute.com/tennis-home/cardio-tennis.html 

ADULT INSTRUCTIONAL TENNIS (Adult)
USSI’s adult tennis classes follow develop-
mental curriculums and guidelines laid out
by the USTA. Regardless of previous
experience, participants will learn the basic
fundamentals in stroke production, court
movement and footwork, in a low pressured,
yet energetic environment. Most importantly,
it’s all about having fun and taking the time
to enjoy a social, healthy, lifelong sport.

http://ussportsinstitute.com/tennis-home/adult-tennis.html

Day(s): Saturday or Tuesday
Dates:  April 11 to June 6 or April 14 to June 2
Location: Chisholm Park
Time(s): 3:00pm-4:00pm or 4:00pm-5:00pm (Saturday)

10:30am-11:30am or 1:00pm-2:00pm (Tuesday)

Day(s): Tuesday
Dates:  April 14 to June 2
Location: Chisholm Park
Time(s): 9:30am-10:20am

Day(s): Monday- Thursday
Dates:  March 30 to April 2
Location: Chisholm Park
Time(s): 9:00am-4:00pm, 9:00am-12:30pm or

1:00pm-4:00pm

Day(s): Saturday or Monday
Dates:  April 11 to June 6 or April 13 to June 8
Location: Irwin Park Tennis Courts
Time(s): 4:45pm-5:45pm (Sat), 9:30am-10:30am (Mon)

Day(s): Saturday or Monday
Dates:  April 11 to June 6 or April 13 to June 8
Location: Irwin Park Tennis Courts
Time(s): 3:30pm-4:30pm (Sat), 10:30am-11:30am (Mon)

This class is for beginner to intermediate level play-
ers. All players must provide their own racquet.

sprinGfield recreaTiOn deparTMenT
www.springfield-nj.us/recreation  •   www.facebook.com/springfieldnjrec

Grades 1-2Lacrosse Clinic Spring 2015Lacrosse Clinic Spring 2015
Interested in trying a new sport? Join Springfield Lacrosse Club’s spring clinic!
Six Sunday sessions begin on April 5th and end on May 10th, from 12:15-1:15 pm. 
Springfield location will be announced soon. In the event of rain, every effort will be made
to reschedule. No refunds will be provided.

Cost is $55. Please make checks payable to Township of Springfield. 
Payment must be submitted prior to the first class. T-shirt will be provided.
Use your own stick, or you can borrow one from the Recreation Department.

Register in-person at the Springfield Recreation Department Or register online at 
https://register.communitypass.net/springfield 

Contact Danielle McLeer, Recreation Program Coordinator, at danielle.mcleer@springfield-nj.us.

Pre-K & KLacrosse Clinic Spring 2015 GradesLacrosse Clinic Spring 2015 Grades
Interested in trying a new sport? Join Springfield Lacrosse Club’s spring clinic!
Six Sunday sessions begin on April 5th and end on May 10th, from 11:15 am-12:00 pm.
Springfield location will be announced soon. In the event of rain, every effort will be made
to reschedule. No refunds will be provided.

Cost is $55. Please make checks payable to Township of Springfield. 
Payment must be submitted prior to the first class.

T-shirt will be provided. Use your own stick, or you can borrow one from the Recreation Department.

Register in-person at the Springfield Recreation Department or register online at
https://register.communitypass.net/springfield 

Contact Danielle McLeer, Recreation Program Coordinator, at danielle.mcleer@springfield-nj.us.

Senior Bus Trip to Sands Casino – March 19th (one form per person)

Name: __________________________________________ Member: Yes ____ No  ____

Cell phone number: ________________________________________________________

Emergency contact name and phone number: ____________________________________________________

Enclosed is my check payable to Senior Citizens of Springfield in the amount of $ _______

Senior Citizens of Springfield
Bus Trip to Sands Casino

Thursday, March 19, 2015 

Bus will depart from Chisholm Community Center at 9:00 am.
Bus will depart from the Sands Casino at approximately 3:30 pm.

$25.00 for members
$35.00 for non-members and guests

Payment due by Friday, March 6th 
Seats are first-come, first-serve. No refunds.

Make checks payable to: Senior Citizens of Springfield 
and return to Chisholm Community Center, 

100 South Springfield Avenue. Any questions, call Danielle McLeer,
recreation program coordinator, at (973) 912-2227. 

Cost includes: 
Round-trip coach bus transportation, driver gratuity, chaperone, 

$20 slot free play, $5 meal voucher



Springfield Free Public Library
66 Mountain Avenue, Springfield • 973-376-4930

Check Library website for regular MGG schedule: www.sfplnj.org

reGular liBrary HOurs

MOnday, wednesday & THursday

10:00 aM – 9:00 pM

Tuesday, friday 10:00 aM – 5:00 pM

saTurdays 10:00 aM – 5:00 pM

sunday 1:00 pM - 5:00 pM

THe liBrary will Be clOsed On MOnday,

feBruary 16 presidenTs day.
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Our programs are free and open to
the public, no matter what town or

county you live in!

cHildren’s prOGraMs

STORYCRAfT fridays  february  20 and 27 @ 4
pm.  Ages 3 to 7 w/ a caregiver.  Enjoy a story and a craft.  

MOTHER GOOSE GROUP @ 10:30 selected days --
Babies, toddlers and preschoolers w/ a caregiver. Stop by
and drop in! fri 2/13, Tues 2/24, and fri 2/27.

WII GAMES – Wednesdays february  18 and 25 from
4:00 pm -5:00pm.  Ages 6 to 11.  Drop in.

P’JAMA STORYTIME Monday, february 23. New
Time!  6:30 pm --- Join Miss Debbie as she reads from
her favorite books. Ideal for ages 3 to 7.  Wear your jam-
mies and bring your snuggly bear.  Drop in.

LEGO CLUB meets alternate Tuesday after school
until 4:30 pm february  24.  Ages 6 and up. Kids aged
5 and under need to have their parent present in the room.

ORIGAMI CLUB meets alternate Tuesday after
school until 4:30 pm  2/17  Ages 8 and older

DROP IN MATH HELP –  Wednesdays @ 4 pm.
Need some math help?  Bring your homework and we’re
here to help.

NEW! PLAYAWAY VIEWS!  
Your library now lends Playaway Views! Pre-loaded,
self-playing handheld viewers are perfect for travel-
ing or hanging out at home. Available in picturebook
titles, learning languages as well as subjects that 
appeal to homework topics.

TEENS:
TEENS READ! -- 4:45 Wednesday, february 18 (book
to be determined). Munch on snacks, too!

TEEN ADVISORY BOARD (TAB) – Earn volunteer
hours and make your voices heard by joining TAB.  From
developing programs just for teens to helping the library
select books you’d like to read, TAB is the perfect way to
make the library all your own. Monday, february  23
@ 6 pm. 

OUCH! GOT HOMEWORk BUT CAN’T MAkE IT
TO THE LIBRARY? Explore hundreds of quality
eBooks from home with your Springfield library card
through WorldBook eBooks! All WorldBook’s quality
non-fiction titles are available for your use on a PC, 
laptop, or tablet (sorry, not available on Kindle or Nook.)
Also available are hundreds of classic titles in the public
domain! Books are available immediately—you will
never have to wait for a book!

special evenTs

friday,  february 27 CHAIR YOGA WITH
PAMELA NIxON 1:00 pm.

february 18 through March 26 
ART ExHIBIT – Jonathan Dayton High School.
Every Wednesday, february 4 to April 15    
fREE AARP TAx ASSISTANCE PROGRAM – 
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 9:00 am – 3:30 pm

friday, february 20, 2:00 pm “INfORMED 
INVESTING” – a workshop by Alex Kramer & 
Alison Frimmel, third year Seton Hall law students. 

Sunday, february 27, 2:00 pm PIPELINE: Steel
Drum concert.

Monday, March 2nd, 7 pm
“Understanding Medicare” – a workshop by Neil
Berger. 

Sunday, March 8, 2:00 pm
RIDE: Concert of folk music inspired by American
West.

friday, March 13, 2:00 pm             
“The Ziegfeld Girl” – lecture by Marty Schneit.

discussiOns and 
wriTinG

Thursday,  february 19th, 10:00 am
GREAT BOOkS DISCUSSION - “Oedipas the King”
by Sophocles.

Thursday,  March 5th, 7:00 pm
REAL GOOD BOOk DISCUSSION –
“The Sandcastle Girls” by Chris Bohjalian.  

Thursday, March 12th, 10:15 am 
MEMOIR WRITING GROUP.

filMs

Tuesday, february 16, 1:00 pm

Lunchtime film – DID YOU MISS THESE – HITS

fROM 2014: Joaquin Phoenix stars in Spike Jonze 
sci-fi drama about a lonely writer who falls in love with
his computer’s highly advanced operating system.

Monday, March 2nd, 1:00 pm

LUNCHTIME fILM - To be announced. 

HOBBies and infOrMaTiOn

Every 2nd & 4th Monday, 10:00 am
knits Wits knitting Group                         

Every Monday at 7:00 pm
Scrabble - Bring a friend or meet new opponents!

Every Thursday at 7:00 pm Chess Club

insTrucTiOn

Every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday One- to-
One Computer Training BY APPOINTMENT
10:30 am – 12:00 pm   

Every  Monday from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm
Drop-in Technical Help (Nooks, kindles, Androids,
iPads.  iPhones and more), no appointment necessary.

BenefiTs aT Barnes &
nOBle MarcH BOOk fair

Bring your family to Barnes & Noble’s Book Fair on
Saturday and Sunday, March 14 & 15, 2015. Your
local Barnes & Noble at 240 US Highway 22 West
has scheduled many special events throughout the
weekend.  Please check at the Springfield Public 
Library, 66 Mountain Ave. in Springfield for time and
event details. For a special children’s building project
you will need to pre-register your child at the library
as a limited number may participate. Local 
residents/businesses are also expected to participate.

All purchases in the store, including those in the
Starbucks Café, can benefit the Friends of the Spring-
field Public Library.  All you need to do is mention
you are supporting the Springfield Public Library and
tell the sales associate the Coupon #11558756. The
store is open 9 am-11 pm on Saturdays and 10 am-9
pm on Sundays.

Tell your family and friends too.  If they shop at
any Barnes & Noble bookstore, anywhere in the
country that weekend, they too can participate.  Just
give them the coupon number to pass along to the
sales person when they make their purchases. This
will work for on-line purchases too (March 14 –10),
so even if you can’t make it to the store, you can still
do your part to help the Friends help the Springfield
Library.  

Please pass this along to all your Facebook and
Twitter friends and family too. The Friends will 
receive a percentage of all proceeds recorded that
weekend that are attributed to the Springfield 
Public Library and its Friends.

All money raised by the Friends from this week-
end event will go to help support the Springfield 
Public Library’s 2015 Summer Reading Program for
Children.

fundraisinG sHOppinG
day aT THe wesTfield
lOrd & TaylOr sTOre

saTurday, MarcH 28, 2015

The Friends of the Springfield Public Library are
joining with the Westfield Lord & Taylor store to
offer you a special sale day. Lord & Taylor is 
sponsoring a special shopping day on Saturday,
March 28. Tickets to qualify for special sales 
during the event will cost $5 each and are available
now for sale at the Springfield Public Library,
66 Mountain Ave., in Springfield. 

Bring your ticket with you on March 28 to the
Lord & Taylor store, 609 North Ave., in Westfield
to be eligible for all the special sales that day.
There will also be free valet parking and store-
wide special events for shoppers to enjoy. Drop
your ticket stub in the designated box at the store
that day to enter the Springfield Library for a
chance to win the Attendance Sweepstakes. 

All money raised through the Friends’ ticket sale
stays in Springfield and helps the Friends to fund
programs, materials, and services at the library.
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JCoseph
usano

&Co.

Certified 

Public
Accountant

Joseph Cusano, CPA
member of  NJSCPA & AICPA

joec@wcaccounting.net

� TAX PREPARATION - Individuals, Businesses, Estates

� FINANCIAL STATEMENTS, AUDITS, REVIEWS, COMPILATIONS

� BOOKKEEPING - Our Office or Yours

� NON PROFIT FORMATIONS & TAX PREPARATION

� PAYROLL SERVICE AND PAYROLL TAX PREPARATION

100 Morris Avenue, Suite 200
Springfield, NJ 07081

(908) 789-3200 • Cell (973) 886-9901
Fax: (908) 789-3326

CPA, PC

We’re 
Still

Here!

AAA Springfield
135 Route 22 East
Tel: (973) 467-2651
Mon. - Fri. : 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sat: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

VISIT US TODAY AT:

AAA Union
2317 Route 22 West
(by Foot Locker & Jimmy John’s)

Visit AAA.com for updated
information on the new branch.
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(l to r) Mayor David Barnett, Senator Bob Menendez and 
Union County Freeholder Vice Chairman, Bruce Bergen

at the Press Conference on flood mitigation.
SEE ARTICLE ON PAGE 7
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springfield patriot chamber Of commerce

CARDINAL
LAND PROPERTIES, INC.
Real Estate Brokers_______________________

Scott f. Seidel
Broker

973-376-0421
Fax: 973-376-0425

One Cornell Parkway • Springfield, NJ 07081

w w w . c a r d i n a l p r o p e r t i e s n j . c o m

Irwin J. Hammer, DDS

Seth A. Hammer, DDS

HAMMER
DENTAL ASSOCIATES

973-376-7718  •  Fax: 973-376-7503

7 So. Springfield Ave., Springfield NJ

www.hammerdds.com hammerdental@aol.com

www.jmkbmw.com

888-500-9011

www.jmkfiat.com

855-565-3428

www.jmksaab.com

888-500-9021

www.jmkusedcars.com

866-438-7744

Handiest Handyman
Providing Services for Life!

From Baby to Senior safety and all jobs between

David Artman - Owner Call 973-868-0725
45 Country Club Road Fax 347-710-0798

Springfield, New Jersey 07081

www.handiesthandyman.com dave@handiesthandyman.com

Insured License # NJHIC13VH0468800

www.JMKAUTOGROUP.com

JMK AUTO GROUP DEALERSHIP LOCATIONS
391-345 RT. 22 EAST, SPRINGFIELD, NEW JERSEY

SPRINGFIELD/SHORT HILLS BORDER

Short Hills Club Village
Proudly Introduces

The Woodlands
New 1 & 2 BR Units

Lofts and Basements Available
Many other amenities included

5 Minute Walk to
Mid-Town Direct Train

Call 973-607-0399
Forestrealtyinc.com

Résumé a Wreck?         Paper have Problems?

Wedding Vows Wilted?

Writing Maven, LLC Will Help You!
Wendy Jones - President

908-425-6484

Former English Professor and Published Writer
PSAT, SAT and ACT Tutoring

writenow@writingmaven.biz   www.writingmaven.biz

Writing Maven, LLC helps you write
(we don’t write for you) anything you want to write.

The company also provides the following related services:
• Database Creation
• Decision-making Research (not for papers)

• Physical Paper Organizing
• Study Skills
• English Subject Tutoring

WRITING MAVEN, LLC

Lee Kaswiner, D.D.S., F.A.C.D.
Brett Handsman, D.M.D.

973.379.3803

#2910, #5382

FREE CONSULTATION

• Invisalign for teens
    • Saturday and evenings available
        • Digitally Scanned Models/NO MORE GAGGING

165 Mountain Avenue •

        • Digitally Scanned Models/NO MORE GAGGI

NG

OFFICE SPACE 
AVAILABLE FOR RENT

Prime location with high visibility.
About 600 square feet of newly 

renovated space on major Street.
Springfield Township.

Parking spaces available. 
All inclusive, Heat, hot water 

and electricity.
Beautiful floors.

Please call 201-303-9451 
for more information.

Gardy Cadet 

Anyone seeking help or 
assistance from 

Springfield H.O.P.E. 
may call 973-467-3388

www.springfieldhope.com

On January 26, 2015, members of the Springfield Department of Public Works gather in the Center Street Garage to 
prepare for the "Blizzard of Historic Proportion" that never arrived.  In preparation for "Snowmagedon", the Emergency
Management Coordinator Scott Seidel, 4th from left, and Mayor David Barnett, 5th from left signed a "Declaration of
a Local State of Emergency". On hand for the signing was Lt. Governor Kim Guadagno who stopped in to check out
Springfield's state of preparedness measures for the storm. DPW Department Head Ken Homlish, left, Chief of Police
John Cook, 3rd from left and Assistant DPW Department Head Robbert Boettcher (right of Lt Governor) were also on
hand.  In an exclusive interview with the Patriot Times, Coordinator Seidel noted, "We get very detailed weather updates
from the County Office of Emergency Management and we plan accordingly. We purchased additional supplies of fuel
and food and put on additional personnel to be sure we could keep functioning in the event we received the two to three
feet of snow that was forecast. Fortunately for us this time, the weather didn't follow the forecast! Better to be prepared
and not have the storm is always the better option."
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Fire Chief’s Column 

Chief Carlo Palumbo 
Campus Fire Safety 

 
Every year college and university students experience a growing number of fire-related emergencies. There are 
several causes for these fires; however, most are due to a general lack of knowledge about fire safety and 
prevention. 

The Facts 

In cases where fire fatalities occurred on college campuses, alcohol was often a factor. There is a strong link 
between alcohol and fire deaths. In more than 50% of adult fire fatalities, victims were under the influence at the 
time of the fire. Alcohol abuse often impairs judgment and hampers evacuation efforts. Cooking is the leading 
cause of fire injuries on college campuses, closely followed by careless smoking and arson. 

The Cause 

Many factors contribute to the problem of dormitory housing fires.  

• Improper use of 911 notification systems delays emergency response.  

• Student apathy is prevalent. Many are unaware that fire is a risk or threat in the environment.  

• Evacuation efforts are hindered since fire alarms are often ignored.  

• Building evacuations are delayed due to lack of preparation and preplanning.  

• Vandalized and improperly maintained smoke alarms and fire alarm systems inhibit early detection of 
fires.  

• Misuse of cooking appliances, overloaded electrical circuits and extension cords increase the risk of fires.  

Safety Precautions 

• Provide students with a program for fire safety and prevention.  

• Teach students how to properly notify the fire department using the 911 system.  

• Install smoke alarms in every dormitory room and every level of housing facilities.  

• Maintain and regularly test smoke alarms and fire alarm systems. Replace smoke alarm batteries every 
semester.  

• Regularly inspect rooms and buildings for fire hazards. Ask your local fire department for assistance.  

• Inspect exit doors and windows and make sure they are working properly.  

• Create and update detailed floor plans of buildings, and make them available to emergency personnel, 
resident advisors and students.  

• Conduct fire drills and practice escape routes and evacuation plans. Urge students to take each alarm 
seriously.  

• Do not overload electrical outlets and make sure extension cords are used properly.  

• Learn to properly use and maintain heating and cooking appliances.  

The Recreation Department hosted a Super 
Bowl party for members of the Senior Citizens
Club on Sunday, February 1st, at the Chisholm 
Community Center. Seniors watched the game 
on two large-screen televisions, and enjoyed 
a meal of deli sandwiches, salads, pickles, 

pretzels, cookies, and brownies.

seniOr ciTiZens enJOyed
super BOwl parTy

Who Among Us Cannot Use 
a Little Humor to Lighten 

These Winter Days

Not to Be Missed

Hadassah Meeting
February 26, 2015

12:30 PM
Springfield Public Library

Come and Laugh With
Mark Ross, Esq.

His topic:
JEWISH HUMOR IS NO 

LAUGHING MATTER

Coffee, tea and dessert will be served.

Winter Storms & Extreme Cold
The National Weather Service refers to winter storms as the “Deceptive Killers” because most 
deaths are indirectly related to the storm. People may die in traffic accidents on icy roads or of 
hypothermia from prolonged exposure to cold. 

One of the primary concerns is the winter weather's ability to knock out heat, power and 
communications services to your home or office, sometimes for days at a time. It is important to 
be prepared for winter weather before it strikes.

Make sure you have the following: 

• Snow shovels and other snow removal equipment.
• Rock salt or more environmentally safe products to melt ice on walkways and sand to improve 

traction.
• Sufficient heating fuel to last until trucks can make deliveries. Store a good supply of dry, 

seasoned wood for your fireplace or wood-burning stove in case the furnace doesn’t work.
• Adequate clothing and blankets to keep you warm.
• Non-perishable food, flashlights and batteries.

During Winter Storms and Extreme Cold:

• Stay indoors during the storm.
• When shoveling snow, avoid overexertion, which can bring on a heart attack—a major cause 

of death in the winter. If you must shovel snow, stretch your muscles before going outside.
• Keep dry. Wet clothing loses all of its insulating value and transmits heat rapidly.
• Watch for signs of frostbite: loss of feeling and white or pale appearance in extremities such 

as fingers, toes, ear lobes, and the tip of the nose. If symptoms are detected, get medical help 
immediately.

• Watch for signs of hypothermia: uncontrollable shivering, memory loss, disorientation, 
incoherence, slurred speech, drowsiness, and apparent exhaustion. Get the victim to a warm 
location, remove wet clothing, warm the center of the body first and give warm, non-alcoholic 
beverages if the victim is conscious. Get medical help immediately.

• If you absolutely must drive after the storm: travel during the day; don’t travel alone; keep 
others informed of your schedule and route; and stay on main roads.

• Conserve fuel if necessary, by keeping your residence cooler than normal. Temporarily close 
off heat to some rooms.

• In New Jersey, kerosene heaters are only permitted for use in 1 and 2 family residences. 
Follow the manufacturer’s instructions. Maintain a working carbon monoxide detector 
and maintain ventilation to avoid build-up of toxic fumes. Refuel kerosene heaters outside. 
Keep heaters at least three feet from flammable objects.

• If you will be going away during cold weather, leave the heat on in your home, set to a 
temperature no lower than 55ºF.

After Winter Storms and Extreme Cold:

• Go to a designated public shelter if your home loses power or heat during periods of extreme 
cold. Text SHELTER + your ZIP code to 43362 (4FEMA) to find the nearest shelter in your 
area (example: shelter 07081).

Care about  Springfield?

Join the Springfield

CERT Team

To find out more about CERT and how you can help Springfield, contact the 
Springfield Office of Emergency Management. Supply your name, address, phone
number, and email address.

Springfield Office of Emergency Management  

200 Mountain Ave., Springfield, NJ 07081

Phone: 973-467-3388 oemcoordinator@springfield-nj.us
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Mark Montenero
President
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