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GROUNDBREAKING AT THE
METROPOLITAN, THE FORMER
SAKS PROPERTY

On Tuesday, Febraury 23 at around 1 pm, Garden Homes held a
groundbreaking ceremony with Township Officials and the property
owners. Scott Loventhal, Managing Member of the development
team for Garden Homes made the following comments:
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2)

SPRINGFIELD TAKES DELIVERY
OF NEW FIRETRUCK

On Wednesday morning, February 24th, a brand new 2020 Pierce
Velocity Firetruck arrived in Springfield after making the long
journey to town from Appleton, Wisconsin. According to Fire Chief
Carlo Palumbo: “This will be the First Due Engine replacing one
over 23 years old. It has the latest updated equipment including air
bags and door locks--yes door locks!” Chief Palumbo said "We are
moving with the times and Public safety is a top priority in town. |
am grateful for the allocation of funds for this vehicle which cost
approximately $750,000 and has been budgeted over a 5 year
period. It also has a new feature that will alert drivers in cars via an
app like Waze that there is a firetruck up ahead at an accident. We
hope to have it in service by the end of today.”

— "GIVE 'EM WATTS BOYS" ——

Mayor Chris Weber, Clara Harelik, former Mayor, Attorney and

Spokesperson for The Project, John Cook, Chief of Police and

Vice President of the Springfield Historical Society, Scott Seidel,

Former Chairman of the 225th Battle of Springfield Committee
standing next to the sculpture just prior to it being raised into place.
(story on page 4)
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SPRINGFIELD HIRES FIRST
FEMALE FIREFIGHTER

Mayor Weber administers the Oath of Office to Stephanie Bagniewski.
On right is her father Ed, a retired Fire Captain from Harrison,
and her brother Michael, a Lieutenant in the Cranford
Fire Department holding the Bible.

At the February 23, 2021 Township Committee meeting Spring-
field appointer their first female firefighter. Chief Carlo Palumbo
commented to the Patriot Times “Stephanie Bagniewski is the
first female firefighter hired in the Township of Springfield. She
graduated from Cranford High School and later received a Bachelor

Degree in Biology from Marywood University.

Firefighter Bagniewski graduated from Union County Fire
Academy in 2017 where she was awarded the Battalion Chief Ken
Nocera Memorial Award for maintaining the highest GPA in her
graduating class. She will be training straight days over the next
several weeks until she is assigned to a Tour. She got right to work
on Wednesday helping to outfit the newly arrived Firetruck!”

(additional photo on page 6)

DON AUER RECOGNIZED FOR HIS
50 YEARS OF MEMBERSHIP IN THE
AMERICAN LEGION

(I to r) Mayor Chris Weber, Vetertans Gerry Gebauer,
Don Auer and Dave Penna.

At the March 9th Township Committee meeting, Don Auer was
presented with a certificate from the National Headquarters of the
American Legion recognizing his 50 years of membership in
American Legion Post 228 SpriOngfield. Over those 50 years Don
has held almost every leadership position in the Post from
Commander to Vice Commander to Finance Officer. Current
Commander Gerry Gebauer thanked Don for his dedication to the
Post and for providing him with guidance in managing the Post.
Not only in the Post but also in the First Presbyterian Church, Don
has stepped forward to be a leader.
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project come together.

and want everyone to be part of it.

forward to seeing this building finally go up.

proud to play there.

Happy March my Springfield friends,

We have started March in the most unbelievable way. After decades of zero
progress, we had our long anticipated ground breaking at the Saks property.
Garden Homes is eager to get to work and we in Springfield are excited to see this

The Larkin building is bringing beautiful change to the appearance of Morris
Avenue every day. A frieze of the “Battle of Springfield” will be anchoring the
corner of Morris Ave and Church Mall. We are proud of the history of Springfield

The Gomes project is going to be putting their steel up in the middle of March. We are all looking
We have started repair on upper Chisholm Field for the start of softball season. Chisholm will have
some of the nicest softball fields in the area. Ruby Field is getting its final touches and will be ready for

baseball's opening day. It finally looks like a baseball field after many years. Our Dayton teams will be

Finally, we are preparing the pool for its re-opening on Memorial Day Weekend!
It's great to see our town has weathered the storm and we are slowly getting back to normal!

Peace and love to all,

Clonis Weber, WMagon

GROUNDBREAKING

(CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE)

Mayor Chris Weber and Deputy Mayor Alex Keiser
prepare to help with the ground breaking.

"I would like to welcome everyone here today and
thank you all for coming. Between the pandemic and
the difficult weather, you all joining us is greatly
appreciated. My name is Scott Loventhal and I am
with Garden homes Development and the Managing
Member of the development team responsible for
The Metropolitan. I am joined here today by my
partners Zygi Wilf, Jonathan Wilf, Brett Tanzman
and several other executives and staff from our
Garden Homes Team responsible for the develop-
ment, construction and management of this projects.
GH has a long history in Springfield and Millburn.

* While I generally like to look forward and not
back, the long history of this site warrants taking a
moment to look back.

* Saks opened in the late 1950’s and served as an
anchor for the Upper Millburn Ave Business District

which is shared by commercial and residential uses
of both Millburn and Springfield.

» Saks followed the trend of many downtown
Dept stores and moved to short hills mall in the mid
1990’s.

* For the past 25 years the uses proposed for this
site collided with the interests of both Springfield and
Millburn until the proposed Springfield Redevelop-
ment Plan for a primarily multi- family development
with some limited commercial space finally took
shape in 2018/19. This plan aligned with the interests
of both communities and the cooperative effort of
local leadership in Springfield and Millburn led to us
being here today for this groundbreaking.

* We at GHD are confident that the development
of these rental residences which includes 233 apart-
ments (which includes 41 apartments offered as
affordable housing) 47 townhomes and 5200 sq. ft.
of complimentary commercial space will be a cata-
lyst to restoring the vibrancy that has been missing
from this business district for past 25 years.

* Provide a housing choice that doesn’t presently
exist in this market.

» Safe pedestrian connectivity to the commercial
uses and transit options.

» Walking wallets to frequent the shops, services
and restaurants on upper Millburn Ave.

I would like to welcome Mayor Chris Weber of
Springfield who has a few words and then in the
interest of keeping everyone dry and warm, we will
put a ceremonial shovel in the ground and then knock
a portion of the building down."

Both Mayor Chris Weber and Deputy Mayor Alex
Keiser commented on what a great project this will
be for Springfield and how the Town has waited
decades foot this project to be able to proceed which
will change and help shape the face of Springfield
for the better.

Everyone then grabbed a shovel and a hardhat and
got started, although the backhoe really did the work!

TOWNSHIP MEETING DATES

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
Regular Meeting Tuesday, March 23, April 13 and 27 at 7 pm

PLANNING BOARD
1st Wednesday, 7:00 pm at the Municipal Building

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
3rd Tuesday, 6:30 pm at the Municipal Building

BOARD OF HEALTH
2nd Wednesday, 6:30 pm at the Firehouse

Please check on the Township's website springfield-nj.us for the most current information.

JRENT LEVELING BOARD
Last Thursday of month, 7:00 pm at the Municipal Building

RECREATION COUNCIL
Contact Recreation Department For Next Meeting Date and Time

ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
3rd Monday, 7:00 pm at the Chisholm Community Center

LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES
3rd Thursday, 7:00 pm at the Library
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"GIVE 'EM WATTS BOYS"

(CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE) Photos by Jenn Law

On Wednesday, March 10, the giant 6000 pound "Give 'Em Watts Boys"
sculpture was lifted into place at the corner of Morris and Mountain
Avenues onto the newly constructed building facade. The building will be
named soon and will contain the word "Victory" to honor the famous Battle
of Springfield. For now it will be referred to as "the Victory project”. One
of the first buildings to progress to this stage in Springfield's downtown
redevelopment, this building will feature residential units upstairs and some
retail businesses on the first floor. Clara Harelik, former Mayor, attorney
and spokesperson for the project commented to the Patriot: "This beautiful,
new mixed use building, which sits at the gateway to the downtown area,
symbolizes both Springfield's future and its past. The famous Battle of
Springfield, a turning point in the American Revolution, has been referred
to by some historians as "The Forgotten Victory". Placing this "Give 'Em
Watts Boys" sculpture on this new building will ensure that this significant
part of our Town's history and America's history is never forgotten."
Charlie Larkin, the owner of the project was very pleased to see this pivotal
part of Springfield history being immortalized on the building today.
Charlie noted to the Patriot: "What makes this even more special is that
the sculpture depicts a scene from the Battle of Springfield in 1780 that
occurred just a few feet away in front of the Presbyterian Church." The
image is courtesy of the Fraunces Tavern Museum in NYC.

One business owner who will be a tenant at the site and will be
moving his Springfield headquarters to this location was on hand as well,
Lucas Wolf of Wolf Premier Properties was excited to see the sculpture
being put in place and is looking forward to opening his new office in the
late spring at the building.

The regular monthly meeling of the Board of Trustees of the Springfield Free Public
Library will take place virtually via zoom at 7:00 PM on Thursday, March 18. The link
to attend this meeting is:https://us02web.zoom.us/j/878858119102pwd=VWxCcm
5veXZTVHFENXEATmoZ2eGRvUT09. The meeting can also be attended via dial in
telephone by calling 1 646 876 9923 and then entering the meeting ID 878 8581
1910 and then entering 028684 when prompted for the passcode.

Fire Chief’s Column
Chie/ Carll Plimbe

OLDER ADULTS

Knowing what to do in the event of a fire is
particularly important for older adults. At age 65,
people are twice as likely to be killed or injured
by fires compared to the population at large. And
with our numbers growing every year in the
United States and Canada, adults age 65 and
older make up about 12 percent of the
population. It’s essential to take the necessary
steps to stay safe.
SAFETY TIPS

To increase fire safety for older adults
KEEP IT LOW

If you don't live in an apartment building,
consider sleeping in a room on the ground floor
in order to make emergency escape easier. Make
sure that smoke alarms are installed in every
sleeping room and outside any sleeping areas.
Have a telephone installed where you sleep in
case of emergency. When looking for an apart-
ment or high-rise home, look for one with an au-
tomatic sprinkler system. Sprinklers can
extinguish a home fire in less time that it takes
for the fire department to arrive.
SOUND THE ALARM

The majority of fatal fires occur when people
are sleeping, and because smoke can put you into
a deeper sleep rather than waking you, it’s im-
portant to have a mechanical early warning of a
fire to ensure that you wake up. If anyone in your

household is deaf or if your own hearing is
diminished, consider installing a smoke alarm
that uses a flashing light or vibration to alert you
to a fire emergency.
DO THE DRILL

Conduct your own, or participate in, regular
fire drills to make sure you know what to do in
the event of a home fire. If you or someone you
live with cannot escape alone, designate a mem-
ber of the household to assist, and decide on
backups in case the designee isn't home. Fire
drills are also a good opportunity to make sure
that everyone is able to hear and respond to
smoke alarms.
OPEN UP

Make sure that you are able to open all doors
and windows in your home. Locks and pins
should open easily from inside. Some apartments
and high-rise buildings have windows designed
not to open. If you have security bars on doors
or windows, they should have emergency r lease
devices inside so that they can be opened easily.
These devices won't compromise your safety, but
they will enable you to open the window from
inside in the event of a fire. Check to be sure that
windows haven't been sealed shut with paint or
nailed shut; if they have, arrange for someone to
break the seals all around your home or remove
the nails.
STAY CONNECTED

Keep a telephone nearby, along with eme
gency phone numbers so that you can commu-
nicate with emergency personnel if you're
trapped in your room by fire or smoke.

"KEEPING IT SHARP" VIRTUAL ALZHEIMERS
SUPPORT GROUP IS BACK!

The Springfield Free Public Library is once again pleased to partner with the Alzheimers Association
Greater North Jersey Chapter for the return of virtual meetings of "Keeping it Sharp: A Discussion
Group for Older Folks and the People Who Love Them" via zoom from 6:30 to 7:30 PM on Wednes-
day, April 14. Subsequent sessions will be held on the second Wednesday evening of every month.
All sessions will be conducted by a trained facilitator from the Alzheimers Associaion Greater North
Jersey Chapter. Participation in this group will offer caregivers the opportunity to build a support
system with other people who understand the challenges they are dealing with; it will also serve as a
forum for exchanging practical information and learning about community resources.
To register, please contact Library Director Dale Spindel at dspindel@sfplnj.org

0O: 973-376-9393

C: 973-202-2855
HopeRosenbergC21@gmail.com
Century21Ailtman.com

HOPE ROSENBERG
Broker / Owner

401 Morris Avenue
Springfield, NJ 07081

P: (973) 564-7717

F: (973) 564-7719

E: mike@mikescalera.com
W: www.mikescalera.com

Michael J. Scalera
ChFC, CLU, LUTCF

CENTURY 21

Norma Altman,REALTORS®

Independently Owned and Operated

Visit us on
Facebook

Providing Insurance & Financial Services
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MARISA PICA Davip ReaLty Group

SALES ASSOCIATE

073.632.9301 Ask about my

marisa@davidrealtygroup.com Friends & K amﬂy
530 South Avenue West ® Westfield Con'ln]iSSion Rate.

(0) 908.264.8843 # (f) 908.264.8851

Top 10% of Zillow Premier Agents .
www.davidrealtygroup.com

m *In New Jersey commission rates are negrotiable. If your Frolperty is now listed for sale or lease this mailer is not intended for solicitation of that listing. REALTOR® is a federally registered collective nj\e_mbershig_mark which identifies a real estate
Rro\jessGional vi/_lllc(;:is a member of the NA IONALASYSOC ATION OF REALTORS and subscribes to its strict Code of Ethics. We will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, a disability or family status. ©2021 David
ealty Group .
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FOLLOWTHE RRAMBONT) - THRETIEHTER
THE POT
600D HERALTH &T
HER T FAMILY CEIROPRACTIC CARE

Township Committeewoman Erica Dubois, Township Committeeman
Christopher Capodice, Firefighter Stephanie Bagniewski, Mayor Chris Weber,
Fire Chief Carlo Palumbo and Stephanie’s father Ed Bagniewski (far right).

VETERANS CORNER......... By Gerry Gebauer

Some time back I wrote about the VA setting dates to giver the COVID-19
vaccine to veterans. I received a call recently from the VA stating that they
had certain time available for me to come in. I already had my two shots, but
I told them that I knew of a veteran who needed to get the first shot. I gave
them his contact information and within the week he had an appointed time
a Lyons Hospital. He is the second veteran from our Post to get his vaccine
shot at Lyons. [ stated in my last article that if the VA calls be sure to answer
the phone and I say it again when the VA calls be sure to pick up the phone.
VA services are being done in person again.

EIECHT FAMILY CHIROFRACTIC CARE || ) St btornrs s ronnecs KA

201 Mountain Ave. hechtchiropractic.com 973 564 5885 7 So. Springfield Ave., Springfield NJ 973-376-7503
1 ! hammerdental@aol.com  www.hammerdds.com

PROTECT YOUR FAMILY BY CHOOSING AN N |
INSURANCE AGENT WHO SEES THE BIG PICTURE. (Trusted Choice

Make sure you have the right coverage for your home and family. Talk to an
agent who takes the time to get to know you, and your family’s particular

needs. That means you're not just choosing among policies, you're getting HEATHER JOHNSON

options that offer real choices to fit where you are in life today. HeatherJ@KRAinsurance.com

www.KRAInsurance.com
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Spring is Here! Call Today for a Free Estimate! & 855.624.6655

Payment Plans
WINDOWS $209 BASEMENTS $395

HOME REMODELING GROUP KITCHENS $389 BATHROOMS $199

ROOFING $249 DECKS/PATIOS $189
SIDING $289 PORCHES/STEPS $185

ROOFING | SIDING | WINDOWS 0% Plans Available!
Estimated monthly payments.
KITCHENS I BATHROOMS | BASEMENTS Rates & payments based on credit approval.
MASONRY | DECKS | PORCHES

VIRTUAL MEETINGS ALSO AVAILABLE

Interior & Exterior Remodeling | Family Owned & Operated
100% FINANCING AVAILABLE | 30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

NJDCA 13VH07755300

MagnoliaHomeRemodeling.com[=




The PATRIOT TIMES - Page 8 - March 2021

Passionate About Empowering
Home Buyers & Sellers

Define your destination, dream home and home sales aspirations.

Our commitment, focus and local market expertise will guide us.
We are in this with You - Together All the Way.

Cynthia Apicella // Realtor John Apicella // Realtor Michal Avraham // Realtor Ellen DeCicco // Realtor Peter "PJ" DeCicco // Realtor Jacqueline Hendy // Realtor
Dennis Hepworth // Broker Associate  Justin Kiliszek // Broker Associate Anastasia Kinsella // Broker Associate Kim Kinson // Realtor Carmen Papic // Realtor Andre Saraiva // Broker Manager Anne Servitto // Realtor
Paul Teixeira // Realtor Chris Weber // Realtor Vanggie Weber // Realtor Phyllis Taylor // Broker Associate & Reed Kean // Operating Partner, Octavio Mendes // Broker of Record
Our Productivity Coach Realtor

Your Career Begins NOW at Keller Williams Mid-Town Direct.

Talk to us About Joining a Winning Team!

@ We serve Springfield and the surrounding areas; including
Mountainside, New Providence,
Berkeley Heights, Union and beyond.

EEEEEEEEEEEE
OOOOOOOOOOO

973.467.6767 | 223 Mountain Ave. | Springfield, NJ KELLERW||_|_| AMS

Each office is independently owned and operated.
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PATRIOT PROFILES Springfield Free Public Library

Organizations and People that make a Difference in Springfield 66 Mountain Avenue 973-376-4930

Bq /a/tn @aﬁa?e Sx. Check Library website for MGG schedule:www.sfplnj.org

MEET ROBERT BOETTCHER,
REMOTE ASSIST
SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS The Springfield Free Public Library is pleased to announce the availability of Remote

Robert Boettcher has been the Superintendent of ~ Assist, emote Assist, a new technology that will enable librarians to provide direct
the Township’s Public Works Department since  assistance to patrons using the library's public computers while still allowing the
2015. In that capacity, as a Township Department ~ librarians to continue to work from their own desks. The ability to provide socially
head, he oversees a staff of twenty one full time  distanced computer assistance offers peace of mind to both library patrons and staff

and eight part time employees. members. While our librarians are happy to provide assistance with such tasks as filling
However, his involvement with the Township ~ out job applications and other online forms, online shopping and online banking, please

goes back all the way to the early 1970s. keep in mind that it is outside the scope of the librarian's job to assume the entire

It was in the early 70’s that, as a teenager, that he ~ responsibility for handling these tasks. o ) )

spent his summers at the Springfield Community Limited indoor access to the library's public internet computers is available by

Pool working in the Maintenance Department. appointment only to Springfield residents for a period of up to 60 minutes per day.
Then in 1978. Robert became a full time em-  Please note that library's restrooms are currently closed to the public and that

ployee of the Township as a Laborer in Public printing and photocopying services are also not available.

s For more information or to schedule an appointment, please call 973 376-4930,
Works. In 1987 Robert was promoted to Equip ext. 221 during the library's current schedule of operation: Mondays & Thursdays,
12:00-7:30 pm; Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Fridays, 10:00 am-5:00 pm; and Saturdays
10:00 am - 1:00 pm.

ment Operator and in 1995 he became Foreman of Public Works.

Working for Public Works for all these years was not new to the Boettcher
family. Robert’s dad, Sylvester Boettcher, retired in the late 1990s as the Super-
intendent of Public Works after an outstanding 41 year career with the Township.
Robert truly followed in his dad’s footsteps.

¢ We Treat Patients

In addition to heading up Public Works, since 2015, Robert serves as the Town- l Of All Ages
ship’s recycling Coordinator. He is also very involved in the annual Arbor Day S ¢ « Weekend and
celebration, the Clean Communities initiative and provides invaluable assistance m1 OW Evening
to both the 4th of July Committee and well as the annual Street Fair Committee Hours Available
to help make those Township events the success they have been. FAMILY DENTISTRY, P.C. \/ * Reachable 24/7

Among the extensive responsibilities of Public Works Department is coordi-
nating garbage collection, snow removal, taking care of the town’s parks, a tree

replacement program that includes a complete inventory of all township trees JOSH U A SM"_OW D.M.D.
and public street renovation. The Department publishes an annual Services !

Brochure which has a wealth of information for Township residents. Copies can OFFICE: (973) 379-2202 « CELL: (516) 641-5113 | *99 New Patient
be picked up in any town building, viewed on town web at www. springfield- SPECIAL
nj.us/departments/public-works/ or by calling DPW who will assist residents in 41 MOUNTAIN AVE., SPRINGFIELD NJ 07081 | exam, x-rays and Cleaning
obtaining one.

In an exclusive interview with the Patriot Times, Robert said “I'm fortunate
that my career allows me to serve in the community in which I live, watch
Springfield flourish over the years, make people's lives better and know that I C ertlﬁ e d

‘ oseph  pupiic
uSanO  Accountant

& CO. Joseph Cusano, CPA

CPA. PC member of NJSCPA
)

joec@jccpapc.net

¢/ TAX PREPARATION - Individuals, Businesses, Estates

SCREAM TRUCKS ARE COMING TO TOWN!

Scott Seidel and Mike Scalera sampling the ice cream. —>

What’s Scream Truck? Well we had to know, so Chamber of Commerce v/ FINANCIAL STATEMENTS, AUDITS, REVIEWS, COMPILATIONS
Co-Chairs Scott Seidel and Mike Scalera headed out in search of them. We

found them at their new Springfield headquarters at 30 Hillside Ave. It’s a new v/ BOOKKEEPING - Our Office or Yours

business concept where you sign up at www.screamtruck.com, then they text

you when the truck is coming to your Springfield neighborhood. Simply “Reply ¢/ NON PROFIT FORMATIONS & TAX PREPARATION

Y™ to their text, place your soft serve ice cream order online and they prepare

it right in front of your house later that day. Founded by long-time New Jersey
resident Eric Murphy, they also do private parties with fully customized LED v/ PAYROLL SERVICE AND PAYROLL TAX PREPARATION

TV screens, custom menus and any type of music from their on-board sound
system. Check out their website at www.screamtruck.com to book your next . . . .
special event! Mike and [ were treated to a couple samples directly from the 100 Morris Avenue’ Suite 200,Sprlngfleld, NJ 07081

truck. Mike of course had the “Mike’s the Man” and I tried some vanilla and - . -
chocolate twist with chocolate sprinkles. We can report it was delicious. This (908) 789-3200 - Cell (973) 886-9901
new business will be doing a grand opening and ribbon cutting this spring so Fax: (908) 789-3326

stay tuned—we’ll try and leave some ice cream for you!
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SPRINGFIELD RECREATION DEPARTMENT | |

www.springfield-nj.us/recreation - www.facebook.com/springfieldnjrec

SENIOR CITIZEN ACTIVITIES - MARCH 2021

CALL (973) 912-2227 FOR MORE INFORMATION Springfield Recreation 2021
%e: rgilsé?/?}\,l’l ;\f(a:;c:\ 81-7E-x2:r2?;e %I ;szs:aveifhmd? S@Vf' 1) :00 am (RSVP) All programs adhere to COVID-19 State and CDC guidelines. Visit our website for more program information.
Friday, March 19 - Rummikub @ 11:00 am, Pickleball @ 11:00 am 0
Monday, March 22 - Bingo @ 12:30 pm (RSVP) SOCCER s I."RTS
Tuesday, March 23 - Bus trip to Jersey Gardens Outlets @ 10:30 am CLASSES HELD OUTDOORS AT DENHAM PARK

(RSVP) .
Wednesday, March 24 - Bingo @ 12:30 pm (RSVP) 8 Week Session | Soccer Squirts: (Ages 3-4) 9 am - 9:50 am
;h_lérsd?,\ll, Mﬁrgg 23 - Exe_Lcize @;I;sso Kvith Liz @ 11:00 am (RSVP) SATURDAYS Parent & Me Squirts: (Ages 2-3) 10:00 am - 10:50 am
riday, Marc - Rummiku :00 am, ; P . : _14-
Pickleball @ 11:00 am-1:00 pm APRIL 17 - Senior Soccer Squirts: (Ages 5-6) 11:00 am - 11:50 am
Monday, March 29 - Bingo @ 12:30 pm (RSVP) JUNE 12 PROGRAM INCLUDES: BOYS &
Wednesday, March 31 - Bingo @ 12:30 pm (RSVP) « Low aroub ratlos GIRLS
Registration Fee group re _ ALL ABILITIES:
WEEKDAYS: $1 6 2 * Age appropriate equipment 2706
Computer Lab and Fitness Room @ 9:00 am-3:00 pm o Skills & drills plus fun games YEARS OLDS

SCHOOL’S OUT SPRING CAMP
7+ Hour S.T.E.M. Crime Scene Class for Students CLASSES HELD AT CHISHOLM PARK
MULTI SPORTS CAMP: This program gives children the opportunity to play 8
Ades 5 - 11 ) exciting sports in an action packed week. Participants
g will learn many skills in sports such as Soccer, Lacrosse,
_ Flag Football and much more. A great way to spend
Mﬁgg“_zzg spring vacation!
9AM - 12PM | PROGRAM INCLUDES: 5Aﬁ'ﬁ
* Professional Coaches A-LL
Registration Fee * Low group ratios ABILITY
$175 ¢ Age appropriate equipment LEVELS

e Skills & drills plus fun games

SPORTS SQUIRTS CLASSES

2021 VIRTUAL CLASSES CLASSES HELD OUTDOORS AT DENHAM PARK

S.T.E.M. principles relating to Forensics and solving Crime Scenes are . .

explored. The presentation, labs and exercises will covegr the following topics: 5 Week Session | T-ball Squirts: (Ages 3-4) 9 am - 9:50 am

Make a magnifying glass, take and identify and collect fingerprints, create and SATURDAYS Parent & Me T-ball: (Ages 2-3) 10:00 am - 10:50 am

examine blood splatter patterns, identify an unknown power, chromatography, Multi Sports Squirts: (Ages 3-4) 11:00 am - 11:50 am

time-of-death exercises, cast footprints, and missing persons...Current or APRIL 18 -

former law enforcement Detectives will be teaching this class. JUNE 13 PROGRAM INCLUDES: AGES

For more information please scan the QR code * Professional Coaches 2-4

or visit our website. ] ] * Low group ratios ALL
Who: Grades 6-12 How: via Zoom Cost: $92 Regg tration Fee e Age appropriate equipment ABILITY
Dates: March 29th- April 2nd (10:00-11:30 am) 162 « skills & drils plus fun games LEVELS

Hosted By: Springfield Recreation Department

Register Today: www.nationalCSlcamp.org LI M ITED SPACE USSpOﬂSlnStitUte.COm

Check out all the SWAG you get when you sign up for this class! REGISTR ATlON Onltitr:e or t:y phonte, F'zeglilsterlzlsoor:| (86 6) 345 BALL
as these classes typically sell out!

DAVE & TOM
ENTERTAIN
seniorcimizens | STREET HOCKEY
ON ZOOM MEN 18+ SPRING 2021
Springfield musicians Dave & Tom MONDAYS @ 7:00 - 9:00 PM
entertained local senior citizens on POOL COMPLEX HOCKEY COURT
Thursday, February 25, 2021, in a $20 PER PLAYER
private concert on Zoom!

Old favorites like Chuck Berry, The Searchers, The Everly Brothers, Bob Dylan, and DETAILS AND ONLINE REGISTRATION AT

the Beatles were paired with original songs soon to be released! For information on HTTPS://REGISTER.COMMUNITYPASS.NET/SPRINGFIELD
future senior citizens programs both at the Chisholm Community Center and on Zoom, . . ) .
contact the Springfield Recreation Department at recreation@springfield-nj.us or (973) (973) 912-2227 or recreation@springfield-nj.us
912-2227.
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Springfield Recreation 2021

Al programs adhere to COVID-19 State and CDC guidelines. Visit our website for more program information.

TENNIS

ALL CLASSES HELD AT IRWIN PARK TENNIS COURTS

SPRING CLASSES

THURSDAYS 4/22 - 6/10

Tennis Squirts: 4:00-4:50 pm (Ages 3 -5)
Foundation Tennis: 5:00-5:50 pm (Ages 5 -8)
Foundation Tennis: 6:00-6:50 pm (Ages 8 -10)
DevelopmentTennis: 7:00-7:50 pm (Ages 11-14)
SUNDAYS 4/18 - 6/13

Foundation Tennis: 9:00-9:50 am (Ages 5 -8)
Foundation Tennis: 10:00-10:50 am (Ages 8 -10)
Foundation Tennis: 11:00-11:50 am (Ages 11 -14)

PROGRAM INCLUDES:
¢ Professional Coaches

e Dri-Fit T-Shirt for
every player

e Age appropriate
equipment

e Skills & drills plus

Squirts Tennis: 12:00-12:50 pm (Ages 3 -5) fun games
SUMMER CAMPS MONDAY TO FRIDAY AGES3-14
Aug 30th- Sep 3rd: 9:00 am-12:00 pm (Ages 5 -14) ALL ABILITY
SUMMER CLASSES LEVELS

THURSDAYS 7/1 - 8/19

Tennis Squirts: 4:00-4:50 pm (Ages 3 - 5)
FoundationTennis: 5:00-5:50 pm (Ages 5 - 8)
Foundation Tennis: 6:00-6:50 pm (Ages 8 -10)
Foundation Tennis: 7:00-7:50 pm (Ages 11-14)

LIMITED SPACE

Registration Fee

162

USsportsinstitute.com
(866) 345 BALL

Online or by phone, Register soon
REGISTRATION as these classes typically sell out!

Virtual STEM Programs - Spring 2021

Be the Game Designer with Scratch MIT - Level 1

Grades 3-5
Tuesdays, 4:00pm - 5:30 pm 4/13, 4/20, 4/27, 5/4, 5/11 and 5/18

Roblox Game Designer: Build Your Own City

Grades 4-7
Wednesdays, 4:00pm - 5:30 pm 4/14, 4/21, 4/28, 5/5, 5/12 and 5/219

Virtual Robotics with VEX Robotics (No Robot Needed)

Grades 4-7
Mondays, 4:00pm - 5:30 pm 4/12, 4/19, 4/26, 5/3, 5/10 and 5/17

$195/student
Limited space, 6 students max

Register online at:
https://www.builtbyme.com/springfieldn;j

We help children grow into creators.

SPRINGFIELD RECREATION DEPARTMENT
& LACROSSE CLUB OF SPRINGFIELD

LACROSSE CLINICS
PRE K-1ST SPRING ‘21
Starting in April

SUNDAYS 10:00 - 11:00 am
Chisholm Park

DETAILS AND ONLINE REGISTRATION AT
https://register.community.net/springfield

Police Chief’s Column
Clicef Jotin P. Cook

PHONY IRS SCAMS CONTINUE
TO TARGET RESIDENTS

Despite the many warnings law enforcement agencies, news outlets, and other consumer
groups issue, IRS scams continue to occur, and people continue to be victimized by the
criminals who orchestrate these crimes. I hope the following information will help all
readers of the Springfield Patriot Times identify these schemes, and I ask that you share
this information with friends and family members to help prevent them from being
victimized as well.

IRS Telephone Scam

Fraudsters, claiming to be agents with the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) or U.S.
Treasury Department, will make random phone calls to people and “inform” them that
they owe taxes or some other type of fine. Victims will be threatened with arrest, de-
portation, or other legal actions unless they immediately pay a specified amount of
money. On some occasions, the caller may even say that officers from the Springfield
Police Department are on the way to arrest the victim.

If a victim agrees to make the immediate payment for the back taxes and/or fines, the
caller will require the payment to be made with pre-paid type of debit card (such as
Green Dot Visa, I-Tunes Card, etc.) or by wiring the money directly (Western Union,
Money Gram, etc.) With the pre-paid cards, fraudsters can retrieve the funds by merely
having the victim read off certain numbers from the rear of the card. Sometimes, fraud-
sters will even direct victims to the nearest business where the cards or money-wire fa-
cilities are available.

Fraudsters are beginning to use computerized robo-calls to increase the amount of
people targeted. Automated phone recordings purporting to be messages from the IRS,
indicating there are problems with your taxes or recently filed tax returns, are becoming
more common. The messages contain call-back numbers which will then directly con-
nect the victim with the actual fraudsters. If you listen closely to these calls, you may
notice the person speaking has a foreign accent, uses incorrect words or phrases, or has
incorrect sentence structure, as many of these scammers operate from overseas.

IRS Email Scam

Fraudsters will send very authentic looking e-mails, purporting to be from the IRS,
“notifying” you of a problem with your taxes. These emails may even contain the actual
logos for the U.S. Treasury Department or IRS within the e-mail. Victims will be
prompted to click on a link to get the “full information” about the problem.

These bogus links will take the victim to websites which contain fraudulent payment
prompts and blank fields to input credit card, bank, and other protected personal infor-
mation. Fraudsters will use these fake websites to steal your identity information, and
possibly infect your computer with viruses or other types of ransom-ware programs.
IRS False Tax Return Scam

Another scam that occurs this time of year involves fraudsters utilizing your identity
information to file fraudulent tax returns. The fraudulent returns will contain your true
personal information, but will utilize a different address for the refund payment.

Once the IRS processes multiple return documents with the same Social Security
Number used, they will contact you via US Mail, or sometimes by phone.

However, real agents from the IRS will understand if you question the legitimacy of
the call, and will instead direct you to initiate contact yourself by visiting their real web-
site at www.IRS.gov. They will not ask for any personal information or account numbers
over the phone.

IMPORTANT TIPS TO REMEMBER........c.cccccveveenanne.

* The IRS will not contact you by telephone to request an immediate payment for
back taxes, unfiled returns, or any other penalties. The IRS uses the US Mail as the
primary method of contact.

* Do not click on links in e-mails purporting to be from the IRS in which you are
asked to make some type of immediate payment. Write down the information from
the e-mail and initiate contact with the IRS yourself by visiting www.IRS.gov , or
by finding the telephone number for your nearest IRS field office.

* The IRS, like any other agency that has the power to seek the issuance of a war-
rant for your arrest, will never call you in advance to inform you of a warrant AND
agree to dismiss a warrant in lieu of some type of monetary payment. If an actual
warrant is issued for your arrest, you may be able to post bail, but you will first be
arrested. Any telephone caller who suggests you can make a payment as a way to
avoid being arrested is a fraud.

If you receive one of these communications and are unsure if it is legitimate, please
call the Springfield Police Department before you give out any personal information,
agree to transfer money, or make any payment. We can help you determine if the
correspondence is real or a fraud, and prevent you from becoming another victim.

The Springfield Recreation Department is a member of TryCAN, a multi-community
collaboration that provides a variety of recreational programs for youth with special needs.
For more information on program offerings or to
register, please visit http://summitcommunityprograms.com/156.




The PATRIOT TIMES - Page 12 - March 2021

PROUD MEMBER & SUPPORTER OF THE
SPRINGFIELD PATRIOT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

ok N * ‘/‘*****

AU TOIAND

COME AND EXPERIENCE

THE DIFFERENCE AT AUTOLAND

1-800-288-6526

Experience the Difference!
170 Route 22 East, Springfield, NJ

@ TOYOTA Jeep






